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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a very well written and extremely informative state of the art review on a topic 

that has not received much attention in the medical literature.  My suggestions are as 

follows: The information is very well presented. Since it is narrative form only, the 
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reader may find it hard to remember the important details. I would advise the addition 

of several tables, such as important organisms as mentioned in the text as well as listing 

mechanisms as listed in the text. In conjunction with these, I advise the addition of 

figures that demonstrate some of the important mechanisms that are outlined in the text. 

These will greatly enhance the quality and future importance of the manuscript. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting review opinion on esophageal microbiota in barrett esophagus (BE) 

and esophageal adenocarcinoma (EAC). The authors reviewed large number of articles 

(90 articles) and concluded that esophageal microbiota <<might play a causative role in 
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the pathogenesis of BE/EAC>>. Some issues to be answered: 1. No detailed 

methodology for this review is described. Particularly how they have chosen the relative 

articles, (pubmed research? Only fullpapers? Etc). 2. The authors stated that 

<<Esophageal adenocarcinoma (EAC) is a common malignancy>>. I don't agree because 

in Asian countries squamous esophageal carcinoma is more common. EAC is generally 

not common but increasing in incidence. 3. The authors stated that based on their review: 

<< ..microbiota, and dysbiosis may be related to BE/EAC.>>.  However, this 

conclusion is not absolutely correct. The <<cause/ effect>> relation of microbiota and 

cancer, which is multifactorial disease, is difficult to be proved and cannot be based on 

weak, questionable studies. It is not clear if alterations in microbiota is a cause of BE or a 

result of BE, which resembles to intestinal mucosa (metaplasia).  4. It is generalized and 

not specific for BE or EAC to say that inflammatory parameters might be implicated in 

carcinogenesis. Why in BE and not in other organs? 5. In any way alterations in 

microbiota in BE, EAC, cannot prove the cause- relation to BE or EAC. More data on this 

issue is necessary and is too difficult because of large heterogeneity of such kind o 

studies. 6. The most important issue in BE/Esophageal adenocarcinoma is the low 

incidence of BE/EAC in Asia v/s high incidence in West. Is this difference related to 

differences in esophageal microbiota? 7. There is no clear evidence that features of 

esophageal microbial communities in BE and EAC patients, may promote the 

development of BE and EAC.>> So please re-write this conclusion in more accurate way. 

8. The authors reported on isolated studies < Macfarlane S et al. found that 

Campylobacter species colonized esophagus in the majority of BE patients and could not 

be identified in other groups>>. << Amir I et al. strongly suggested that the family 

Enterobacteriaceae (mainly the genus Escherichia) is associated with esophageal 

abnormalities, such as esophagitis and BE, ..>> However the <<cause and effect>> 

relationship cannot be proved. It is questionable to make definite conclusions based on 
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isolated studies. It should be rewritten the message. 
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