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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

the authors submit a small prospective series of gracilis interposition for complex RV and RU fistulas.

Though this is a small series it does provide useful information to the readers. I do have a few

questions however. 1. Was fecal diversion used prior to gracilis interposition in any of the cases? 2.

was a urinary catheter left in place for any length of time after the RU procedures? 3. In one of the

cases drainage was noted after one day, was this too soon to consider a failure and begin irrigation? 4.

Why were only RV fistulas of the upper third of the RV septum included and not lower fistulas? 5.

Only 5 pts underwent irrigation, this seems too few to provide meaningful comparison to the

remaining group. THis could use further discussion in the discussion section. 6. The authors could

also better discuss the ideal indications for this procedure and when it should be considered.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

I read with interest the manuscript "Implementation of salvage irrigation-suction following gracilis

muscle transposition in cases of complex rectovaginal and rectourethral fistulas" by Xiao-Bing Chen

and coworkers. It is an innovative paper dealing with a relevant surgical intervention in fecal

incontinence. No major points from this side. However, The Authors should quote the Literature

about the commonly reported improvement in QOL scores in fecally incontinence irrespective of

treatment outcome. In this disease intervening "per se" seems to help psychologically the patient.

Therefore, I would reinforce in the discussion that the improvement in both Wexner score and QOL

score is the strength of the paper




