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This article title with “Adherence to surveillance endoscopy following hospitalization
for index esophageal variceal hemorrhage” it should not be published at WJG. It has no
important informations and it does not makes a new contribution for understanding of
hepatocellular carcinoma.

Answer:

We are confused by the discordance of the text with the selections made in the Table
above. We can only assume that the text (and not the Table) reflects the views of the
reviewer, and our response follows. Although surveillance endoscopy with variceal
ligation is an established tool for prevention of recurrent esophageal bleeding (a high
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impact problem in cirrhosis), there is no published information (to our knowledge) about
patient-related factors that impede implementation of this important tool. Thus in
contrast to the reviewer, we feel that our manuscript provides important information. We
do agree with the reviewer that our findings do not make a new contribution for
understanding of hepatocellular carcinoma. However, we would like to emphasize that
the focus of the manuscript was prevention of recurrent esophageal variceal bleeding in
cirrhosis, and we did not address the issue of hepatocellular carcinoma (which is beyond
the scope of this work).
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This article title with “Adherence to surveillance endoscopy following hospitalization for
index esophageal variceal hemorrhage”  should not be published at WJG. It has no
new informations and it does not makes a new contribution for understanding of
variceal hemorrhage. Sincerely yours.

Answer:

We are puzzled by these comments. As stated above, to our knowledge, there is no
published information about barriers to surveillance endoscopy for secondary prevention
of esophageal variceal bleeding in cirrhosis, which we view as an important problem.
We agree with the reviewer that our findings do not make a new contribution for
understanding of variceal hemorrhage, if this means the establishment of paradigm shifts
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in the biology or treatment of disease. However, we would like to emphasize that the
focus of our manuscript was quite different. Here we identified patient factors that impair
prevention of recurrent esophageal variceal bleeding in cirrhosis, and we did not address
the pathophysiology of portal hypertension or test new management strategies in
gastrointestinal variceal hemorrhage. These important issues are beyond the scope of
this work.



