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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This research initiative represents a commendable effort to address the gap in 

knowledge regarding the safety and efficacy of butorphanol in epidural labor analgesia. 

By conducting a thorough and comprehensive search of various reputable databases, the 

study aims to provide a solid foundation for evidence-based decision-making in clinical 

practice. The inclusion of randomized controlled trials in the review design is a strength, 

as it ensures a rigorous methodology that can contribute to robust conclusions. This 

approach enhances the reliability and validity of the findings, adding credibility to the 

assessment of butorphanol's effectiveness and safety in comparison to other opioids 

combined with local anesthetics.  The consideration of primary outcomes, such as the 

visual analog scale score for the first stage of labor, fetal effects, and Apgar scores, 

reflects a comprehensive evaluation of both maternal and neonatal well-being. This 

approach aligns with the holistic nature of labor analgesia research and provides 

valuable insights into potential impacts on both mothers and infants.    While the 

inclusion of various databases is comprehensive, it would be beneficial to explicitly 

mention the search strategy and criteria to enhance transparency and reproducibility. 
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Clear documentation of the search process would contribute to the robustness of the 

systematic review. Consider specifying the criteria for the selection of studies and 

potential sources of heterogeneity in the protocol. This will enhance the clarity of the 

methodology and facilitate a better understanding of the factors influencing the 

outcomes.   The commitment to evaluating publication biases and heterogeneity 

through Egger's or Begg's tests and the Cochran Q test demonstrates a meticulous 

approach to methodological quality. This awareness of potential biases and variations in 

study results is crucial for the accurate interpretation of the overall findings. The 

commitment to evaluating publication biases and heterogeneity through Egger's or 

Begg's tests and the Cochran Q test demonstrates a meticulous approach to 

methodological quality. This awareness of potential biases and variations in study 

results is crucial for the accurate interpretation of the overall findings.   

 


