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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Manuscript title: Platelet-Rich Plasma Increases TGF-β1 Expression at Graft-Host Interface Following 

AOT in a Rabbit Model (number 818182)  This manuscript reports on the effect of platelet-rich 

plasma (PRP) on protein expression patterns related to TGF-β1 expression as observed in a rabbit 

model of AOT. The percentage of chondrocytes positive for TGF- β1 was higher in PRP treated knees 

as compared to control setting. The authors conclude that an increased expression of TGF-β1 

associated with PRP indicates chondrogenic effect for PRP. The manuscript is well written and has 

scientifically relevant data. Therefore, I have no hard words for the authors.  Minor issues 1. PRP 

may be prepared from either citrated blood or heparinised blood. I did not understand which of these 

two anticoagulants you used (or was involved) in the preparation of PRP. If heparin was used, then 

traces of heparin in the PRP could have impacted the outcome for which an equal amount of heparin 

should have been added to the control tests (saline). Please clarify in the manuscript Methods.  2. 

Figures 3 and Figure 4 show similar findings, please omit 3 or 4. Likewise, Figures 7 and 8 show 
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similar findings, you should omit one of these two Figures.  3. I guess an abbreviation like AOT in 

the manuscript title is not appropriate. 
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