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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Overview  This research article investigated the prognostic significance of castrate 

testosterone levels for patients with intermediate and high risk prostate cancer. However, 

there is a few 'anecdotal' information. This article is well written, organized, and within 
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the scope of the journal  The minor issues  1. Lymphovascular invasion is an important 

prognostic factor in patients with malignant tumor (e. g. PMID: 29145818 and PMID: 

30101131). Authors should evaluate the lymphovascular invasion of cases (exist or not 

exist is OK).  2. The manuscript would be better if authors refer to the presence or 

absence of background adenocarcinoma component in this study cases. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript analyzes the prognostic significance of 20 ng/dl, the new cut-off value 

of the castrate testosterone level on clinical outcome.  Based on the results of this 

manuscript, the authors argue that 20 ng/dl better predicts biochemical failure free 
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survival (BFFS) compared to conventional 50 ng/dl.   In order to make a more logical 

argument, the following points are considered to be necessary. 1. As the authors suggest, 

this manuscript was conducted in a single institution with relatively formal treatment 

protocol, but multivariate analysis involving other variables that might affect BFFS was 

not performed.  If you have performed a multivariate cox regression analysis as 

described in materials and methods, it is essential to specify the parameters involved in 

the analysis and to mention the hazard ratio, confidential interval with the p value.  2. It 

is also necessary to mention the p value, sensitivity and specificity as well as AUC for 

each cutoff value in ROC analysis. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This article is focused on the effect of two different castrate testosterone levels, <50 and 

<20 ng/dL, on biochemical relapse free survival (BRFS) in patients with non-metastatic 

intermediate and high risk PC receiving definitive RT and ADT. They have concluded 
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using castrate cut off value of 20 ng/dL is better in estimating the BRFS compared to 50 

ng/dL.   Minor revision 1. The unit of testosterone level is inconsistent: ng/dL, ng/mL. 

They should check the correct unit.  2. I would suggest to add “numbers at risks” into 

the figures. 3. In the paragraph 4 of DISCUSSION, I would suggest to add the P value of 

10-year biochemical recurrence rates comparison. 
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