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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

An interesting manuscript describing cost analysis for laparoscopic gastric cancer surgery. It contains
an important message for gastric cancer surgeons, to provide proof in favor of laparoscopic surgery
for fellow surgeons, hospital directory boards and insurance compagnies. Nice short and concise
manuscript.  The second alinea of the results section contains an unclear message in the last five
lines: When equal sized groups (i.e., 55 open versus 52 laparoscopic gastrectomies) were compared,
total admission costs were significantly lower in the laparoscopy group, 2097 (+4420) versus 4611
(£7991), p=0.048. Costs of total admission difference between was smaller at 8187(+4868) for
laparoscopic patients versus 7915 (£8653) for patients who underwent open surgery, p=0.843. What
is the message from the costs of total admission difference? Between what? This sentence might be
omitted? Can the authors provide any data om the experience of surgeons? They only mention two
very experienced surgeons for the laparoscopic surgery. What is this experience? What about te
surgeons that performed the open surgery? Where these the same surgeons? Or older surgeons with
more experience in open surgery than in laparoscopic surgery? Can the authors comment on even
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further cost reduction on the long term as wound problems and hernia might be reduced by

laparoscopic surgery.
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