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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript reported a cross-sectional study to identify the association of GGT and 

the QRISK2 score in liver biopsy-proven NAFLD patients. The following comments 

might be helpful to make the manuscript more intelligible: 1. A flow chart 

demonstrating the recruitment of the subjects may be drawn to make it easy for the 

readers to understand. 2. Persistent elevated serum aminotransferase levels were the 

main indication for liver biopsy, so the patients may have comparatively severe 

condition in NAFLD, which may caused bias about high GGT level in patients 

recruitment, please explain it in the discussion part. 3. The references would be better in 

the latest 5 years, some of the references may be updated. 4. How to apply the result in 

our clinical practice, wonder if you add the clinical implications part in the discussion. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Please, provide more background data on the relationship between NAFLD and CVD, as 

well as on the potential association between GGT level and CVD.  Please, be more 

specific regarding the persistent elevated serum aminotransferase levels as the main 

indication for liver biopsy. Please, add a flow chart showing the recruitment of the 

subjects, and also explain in more details the selection of the healthy individuals for the 

control group.  Please, discuss in more details the fact that ALT is significantly lower in 

high CVD risk group than in low CVD risk group, and also comment on the highest 

median CVD risk in the second quartile of a baseline GGT level.  Please, discuss in 

more details the fact that total and LDL cholesterol are significantly lower in high CVD 

risk group than in low CVD risk group. Please, correct the numerous typographical 

errors throughout the manuscript. 
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