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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting review regarding the relationship between the gut microbiota and
diabetes. The paper is worthy of publication but would require some minor adjustments.
Suggestions for revision are listed below: 1. I don't see the link between the part of the
manuscript tackling the epidemiology of diabetes and the part of the manuscript that
deals with the involvement of gut microbiota in diabetes. You need to make the
transition less abrupt. 2. Supplementation with probiotics and also synbiotics might be
beneficial to patients diagnosed with diabetes also because these products lower
oxidative stress levels. Oxidative stress is a key player in the development of diabetes
and diabetes-related complications. See the following papers: Gaman MA et al. World ]
Diabetes (2020), Pourrajab et al. Crit Rev Food Sci Nutr (2020), Sohouli MH et al. Adv
Nutr (2020). 3. Berberine might be useful in the management of diabetes also because its
administration is associated with a decrease of the BMI and other indices of obesity (see
Xiong P et al., Complement Ther Clin Pract (2020)). 4. Are other antidiabetic drugs
associated with changes in the gut microbiota? Insulin? Gliclazide? 5. Do the authors
have any conflicts of interest to disclose (as the commercial name of metformin was

mentioned)?
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This review starts with the postulation of T2D cases upsurge in the coming 10-20 years.
The authors further describe how probiotics, diet and anti-diabetic medication affect gut
microbiome and the mechanisms behind as to how the changing gut microbiome affect
body weight, inflammation, and glucose homeostasis in the diabetic patients. It is
suggested gut microbiome is a therapeutic target for diabetes and an area worth further

in-depth study. Overall, the review is comprehensive and well-organized.
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