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Case of COVID-19 presenting with gast'm'mtesﬁnal symptoms

Abstract

Patients with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) predominantly present with the
pulmonary symptoms such as fever, cough, and shortness of breath. We present a case of
an 83 years old patient with COVID-19 who presented with only gastrointestinal
symptoms without respiratory complaints. Our case raises the concern regarding our
current lack of understanding of extrapulmonary manifestations of COVID-19. Given
genetic homology between 2019 severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (SARS-
CoV) 2 and SARS-CoV, our case underscores the urgent need for further studies to
understand the role of the gastrointestinal system in 2019 SARS-CoV-2 transmission and

COVID-19 pathogenesis.
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
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COVID-19: Half of Cases Show Digestive Symptoms
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms

Symptoms of COVID-19 include cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, or at least two of
the following symptoms: chills, shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, and loss of
taste or smell. Symptoms can range from mild to severe and may appear up to two weeks after
exposure to the virus, according to the CDC. Some people with COVID-19 don't display any
symptoms.

Seek medical attention if you experience serious symptoms such as trouble breathing or pain or
pressure in the chest.

CDC: Symptoms
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/symptoms.html

CDC: Caring for yourself at home
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/caring-for-yourself-at-home.html

WHO: Myth busters
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters

Data from: CDC - WHO - ECDC - Wikipedia - See full list - Trending data represents changes over last 24 hours
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