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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a very interesting study devoted to the role of metabolic syndrome in responsiveness to the
treatment of HCV-infection. The patients were followed up for about 4 years, and univariable and
multivariable logistic regression analysis was applied. The data are well-presented and discussed.
However, there are certain issues that need to be addressed: 1. Why patients with HCV genotype 3
are not analyzed separately from patients with other genotypes (at least, genotype 1)? May be if these
patients are grouped based on genotype, more significant differences will be found in all tables. 2.
There are lot of repetitions between Introduction and Discussion. If the authors want to discuss
possible mechanisms how MS and T2DM are related to the responsiveness to HCV-infection
treatment, it should be moved to the Discussion, but then there is no reason to mention it in
Introduction, especially because none of these mechanisms are studied in this manuscript. 3. The
data presented in the Tables 3,4,5 need to be better explained. 4. The conclusions should me
condensed and should not look like a part of Discussion. 5. There are lot of misspellings, and some
sentences are too long.
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The manuscript entitled “Retrospective study of the associations between hepatitis C infection and

metabolic factors” shows the association between metabolic syndrome mechanisms and response to

the antiviral treatment for chronic hepatitis C virus infection. Because antiviral agents for HCV is

improving dramatically, the number of patients who can achieve sustained virological response is

expected to continue expanding for some time in the future.

Major comments 1. The manuscript

was overly long. Please think through to reduce the volume of both introduction and discussion. 2.

The number of references (63 references) were too much. Please limit the number of references; for

example within 40 references. 3. To evaluate glucose tolerance in patients with chronic liver diseases

is not found to be simple. Please provide the measure(s) of blood sugar control over a long period.

Restricted to the short-term parameter, HbAlc and GA can be used in the same individuals.

Regarding that, please add some consideration and discussion.
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