
  

1 

 

 

7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 

160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA  

Telephone: +1-925-399-1568  

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com 

https://www.wjgnet.com 

PEER-REVIEW REPORT 

 

Name of journal: World Journal of Gastrointestinal Oncology 

Manuscript NO: 58748 

Title: Prognostic impact of at least 12 lymph nodes after neoadjuvant therapy in rectal 

cancer: A meta-analysis 

Reviewer’s code: 00057659 

Position: Editorial Board 

Academic degree: FACS, MD, PhD 

Professional title: Chief Doctor, Professor 

Reviewer’s Country/Territory: Germany 

Author’s Country/Territory: China 

Manuscript submission date: 2020-08-05 

Reviewer chosen by: Ya-Juan Ma 

Reviewer accepted review: 2020-09-15 05:50 

Reviewer performed review: 2020-09-15 05:55 

Review time: 1 Hour 

Scientific quality 
[  ] Grade A: Excellent  [ Y] Grade B: Very good  [  ] Grade C: Good 

[  ] Grade D: Fair  [  ] Grade E: Do not publish 

Language quality 
[ Y] Grade A: Priority publishing  [  ] Grade B: Minor language polishing  

[  ] Grade C: A great deal of language polishing  [  ] Grade D: Rejection 

Conclusion 
[  ] Accept (High priority)  [ Y] Accept (General priority) 

[  ] Minor revision  [  ] Major revision  [  ] Rejection 

Re-review [ Y] Yes  [  ] No 

Peer-reviewer 

statements 

Peer-Review: [ Y] Anonymous  [  ] Onymous 

Conflicts-of-Interest: [  ] Yes  [ Y] No 



  

2 

 

 

7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite 

160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA  

Telephone: +1-925-399-1568  

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com 

https://www.wjgnet.com 

 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Very nice meta-analysis with a relevant conclusion for modern operative therapy of 

patients with rectal cancer. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

- Abbreviations not all explained. e.g. DR - Authors must argue more cautiously, the 

quality of the TME must also be specified - The prognosis may be better if more than 12 

lymph nodes are removed, but the initial situation before adjuvant therapy is not 

described (Tumor stage, radiation dose, time between adjuvant therapy and surgery). 

Whether the collectives are comparable is completely open. - The authors need to argue 

more cautiously: dissecting at least 12 LNs after neoadjuvant therapy may improve the 

patients’ OS, DFS, and DR. 
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