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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This paper reviews "Genetic variation of hepatitis B virus and its significance for pathogenesis". The

manuscript is well presented and of interest and can contribute to increase the knowledge of this

topic.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The revision "Genetic variation of hepatitis B virus and its significance for pathogenesis" Zhen-Hua
Zhang et al " is well documented and can be very interesting to researchers in HBV infection.
However it has two important limitations that should be resolved in order to be useful for
publication. 1-In the section on HBV genotypes and subtypes no mention of the intergenotype
recombination is observede, being this phenomenon very relevant Shi Virol 2012;427:51-9, Pourkarim
WJG 2014; 20(23):7152-68.). As for instance the case of Ba genotype which is a recombinatgion of h
genotype B with core region of genotype C (Sagauchi J Virol 2002; 76 (12): 5985-92) 2-The section
devoted to variants of the X region is very poor in comparisson with other sections such as Surface
variants section (peerhaps by the own experience of authors) . This X region section should be
signficantly completed mainly with data avbout variants with insertions and deletions, which are
well known from the late 90s as well as its presence in viral genomes inserted in patients with lesions
severe and even hepatocarcinoma
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