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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The retrospective case series entitled "Assessing the yield and safety of endoscopy in 

acute GVHD after HSCT" assessed the efficacy of gastroscopy and flexible 

sigmoidoscopy to confirm GVHD in patients who underwent HSCT. Authors showed 

that the combination of both endoscopic procedures with biopsies taken even from 

normal appearing mucosa better identifies the syndrome that each procedure alone. 

Minor comments 1. The abstract is lengthy; should be shortened 2. Is the histological 

classification of the severity of GVHD arbitrary? If not, please give reference 3. Inclusion 

of representative pictures would largely enrich the manuscript 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
Overall comment:  (1) This evaluation aims at assessing the yield and safety of 

endoscopy in acute GVHD after HSCT; it provides local quality control rather than 

innovative research and has the drawbacks of a retrospective study design. As stated by 

the authors at the end of the discussion, further investigations will be needed.  Specific 

comments:  (2) Patients who did not have tissue biopsied during endoscopy were 

excluded; it would be crucial to know the reasons why no biopsies were performed in 

them (selection bias?).  (3) Current medication of the included patients (e.g., 

Mycophenolate)?  (4) A potential limitation for the yield of endoscopy is that 

pathological classification is subject to interobserver variability; illustrative images 

would be important.  (5) Some numbers are not clear; e.g., Table 1: hematologic 

disorders n=195 (AML 80 + B-ALL 34 + MDS 30 + Myelofibrosis 13?); Table 1/Table 4: 

different numbers for "Diarrhea", "Nausea/vomiting", "Abdominal pain".  (6) The text 

(and especially the abstract) should be more concise.  (7) Reference list: Some references 

are incomplete/the format does not follow the guidelines of the journal. 
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Please shorten the abstract 
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