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Very interesting study about the effect of ultrasound-guided percutaneous microwave 

ablation and surgical resection in the treatment of PTMC and its effect on trauma. In this 

study, the authors enrolled eighty-seven patients with PTMC as subjects. The operation 
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time, intraoperative blood loss, length of hospital stay, serum CRP, IL-6, TNF-α, 

thyroid-related hormonal changes and complications 7 days and 30 days after surgery 

were observed. The interaction showed that there were interactions between the FT3, 

FT4, and TSH at 7d and 30d after operation and the treatment methods. And the authors 

found that there was no significant difference in the complications between the two 

groups. Microwave ablation for papillary microcarcinoma of the thyroid gland can 

effectively shorten the length of hospital stay and improve the quality of life of patients. 

The study is well designed and the manuscript is well written. Some minor language 

polishing should be corrected. The references list should be updated and discussed with 

the results. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

At present, thyroidectomy is still the standard treatment method. However, the patient's 

physical and psychological trauma caused by surgery is extremely high. In recent years, 

microwave ablation has also been reported for some patients with PTMC and achieved 
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good results. However, the current clinical value of ultrasound-guided microwave 

ablation for PTMC has not yet reached a consensus and it cannot be accurately judged 

whether this new treatment can replace traditional surgery. In this study, the authors 

provided ultrasound-guided percutaneous microwave ablation of PTMC versus surgical 

resection and its impact on body trauma. The study is designed well, some minor 

revisions are required.  1 Some minor language polishing should be corrected. 2 In the 

Methods section, the January 2012 to October 2007 is confused. Please check, should be 

October 2017? 3 Are there any data of follow up? 
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