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Abstract

BACKGROUND

Surgical resection after neoadjuvant treatment is the main driver for improved
survival in locally advanced pancreatic cancer (LAPC). However, the diagnostic
performance of computed tomography (CT) imaging to evaluate the residual
tumour burden at restaging after neoadjuvant therapy is low due to the difficulty
in distinguishing neoplastic tissue from fibrous scar or inflammation. In this
context, radiomics has gained popularity over conventional imaging as a comple-
mentary clinical tool capable of providing additional, unprecedented information
regarding the intratumor heterogeneity and the residual neoplastic tissue,
potentially serving in the therapeutic decision-making process.

AIM
To assess the capability of radiomic features to predict surgical resection in LAPC
treated with neoadjuvant chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

METHODS

Patients with LAPC treated with intensive chemotherapy followed by ablative
radiation therapy were retrospectively reviewed. One thousand six hundred and
fifty-five radiomic features were extracted from planning CT inside the gross
tumour volume. Both extracted features and clinical data contribute to create and
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validate the predictive model of resectability status. Patients were repeatedly divided into training
and validation sets. The discriminating performance of each model, obtained applying a LASSO
regression analysis, was assessed with the area under the receiver operating characteristic curve
(AUCQC). The validated model was applied to the entire dataset to obtain the most significant
features.

RESULTS

Seventy-one patients were included in the analysis. Median age was 65 years and 57.8% of patients
were male. All patients underwent induction chemotherapy followed by ablative radiotherapy,
and 19 (26.8%) ultimately received surgical resection. After the first step of variable selections, a
predictive model of resectability was developed with a median AUC for training and validation
sets of 0.862 (95%Cl: 0.792-0.921) and 0.853 (95%Cl: 0.706-0.960), respectively. The validated model
was applied to the entire dataset and 4 features were selected to build the model with predictive
performance as measured using AUC of 0.944 (95%ClI: 0.892-0.996).

CONCLUSION

The present radiomic model could help predict resectability in LAPC after neoadjuvant
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, potentially integrating clinical and morphological parameters in
predicting surgical resection.

Key Words: Computed tomography; Radiomics; Predictive model; Resectability; Locally advanced
pancreatic cancer; Radiation oncology

©The Author(s) 2022. Published by Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Core Tip: The present study proposes a computed tomography (CT)-based radiomics model to predict
resectability in locally advanced pancreatic cancer (LAPC) treated with intensive chemotherapy followed
by ablative radiation therapy. The model was built, tested, and validated in a homogeneous cohort of
LAPC patients, using clinical data and radiomic features extracted from the simulation-CT, and showed a
reliable performance to predict surgical resection. If further confirmed, the results of this study may allow
integrating radiomic information into the pool of clinical and morphological parameters to consider when
a LAPC patient is candidate for surgical exploration after neoadjuvant therapy.

Citation: Rossi G, Altabella L, Simoni N, Benetti G, Rossi R, Venezia M, Paiella S, Malleo G, Salvia R, Guariglia
S, Bassi C, Cavedon C, Mazzarotto R. Computed tomography-based radiomic to predict resectability in locally
advanced pancreatic cancer treated with chemotherapy and radiotherapy. World J Gastrointest Oncol 2022; 14(3):
703-715

URL: https://www.wjgnet.com/1948-5204/full/v14/i3/703.htm

DOI: https://dx.doi.org/10.4251/wjgo.v14.i3.703

INTRODUCTION

Pancreatic cancer (PC) is an aggressive disease, with increasing incidence and mortality rates, and a 5-
year survival of less than 10%[1,2]. At the time of diagnosis, roughly one-third of patients present with
locally advanced PC (LAPC), typically due to extensive involvement of peripancreatic vessels (e.g.,
celiac axis, superior mesenteric artery and vein, portal vein, common hepatic artery), that precludes
surgical resection[3]. Nowadays, multiagent chemotherapy regimens, including gemcitabine plus
nanoparticle albumin-bound (nab)-paclitaxel and 5-fluorouracil, leucovorin, irinotecan, plus oxaliplatin
(FOLFIRINOX), represent the standard of care for LAPC, able to significantly improve survival
compared to mono-chemotherapy schedules[4-6]. In parallel, the integration of dose-escalated radiation
therapy (RT) approaches to intensive chemotherapy regimens have suggested the possibility to
maximize the benefits of the oncological treatment[7,8]. Technological innovations, such as the use of
stereotactic techniques, advanced organ motion management solutions, and accurate image guidance
before treatment delivery, have allowed to safely deliver ablative doses to LAPC while sparing the
surrounding critical organs at risk (OARs)[9,10]. In addition, different series reported that a multimodal
approach, including systemic induction therapy followed by (chemo-) radiotherapy, might represent an
effective therapeutic option for LAPC, potentially improving the oncological outcome and the
probability of surgical resection, at the price of acceptable postoperative complication rates[11-14]. Thus,
there is a strong need to determine the resectability of LAPC for treatment decision-making.
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After neoadjuvant treatment, the therapeutic decision whether to perform surgical exploration is
typically based on a multidisciplinary and multiparametric evaluation that includes patients- and
tumour-specific features. Cross-sectional imaging at restaging is essential to rule out disease progression
that would contraindicate surgery and drive the surgical strategy if radical resectability is considered
feasible. Indeed, several studies have reported that computed tomography (CT) misestimates the resect-
ability of LAPC after neoadjuvant treatment[15-17]. After RT, CT cannot discriminate between post-
therapy fibrosis, locoregional oedema, inflammatory changes, and viable tumour, thus underestimating
the histological response[18-20].

Radiomics is gaining more and more popularity for the possibility of decoding crucial information
underneath medical imaging. Unlike conventional CT image analysis, radiomics can use imaging data
for the high-throughput extraction of large numbers of quantitative features, able to offer additional
information related to tumour phenotype, its heterogeneity, and microenvironment, as well as post-
treatment changes[21]. Additionally, this information can be used to create accurate, reliable, and
efficient predictive models throughout the application of machine learning algorithms[22]. To date, only
a few studies have investigated the application of the radiomics framework to CT imaging to obtain
potential biomarkers predictive and prognostic for treatment response and survival in PC treated with
chemotherapy and radiotherapy[23-27]. More recently, the possibility of using CT radiomic biomarkers
as predictors of resectability in oesophageal cancer[28] and thymic malignancies[29] has been invest-
igated.

This study aimed to explore, for the first time, whether a CT-based radiomic model could assess
LAPC patients' resectability after neoadjuvant treatment, including induction chemotherapy followed
by ablative RT.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Study design

Clinical, radiological, laboratory, surgical, and pathology data of LAPC patients receiving intensive
induction chemotherapy followed by ablative RT from January 2017 to April 2020 were prospectively
collected and retrospectively evaluated. The Institutional Review Board (IRB) approved the prospective
collection of patient data (PAD-R n.1101 CESC). The National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN)
classification was used to define LAPC[30]. As described in the original published study[14], inclusion
criteria for Risk Adapted Ablative Radiation Therapy (RAdAR) were: Histologically-proven pancreatic
ductal adenocarcinoma, ECOG performance status < 2, at least 3 mo of chemotherapy (with
gemcitabine/nab-paclitaxel or FOLFIRINOX), biochemical response, and absence of disease progression
at restaging CT-scan after induction chemotherapy.

RT protocol and surgery

Details of the radiation treatment have previously been reported[14]. Briefly, the RAdAR approach
consisted of anatomy- and simultaneous integrated boost (SIB)-based dose prescription strategy. If
anatomically and dosimetrically feasible, the first treatment choice was stereotactic ablative RT (SAbR).
However, in the following cases, the (hypo-) fractionated ablative radiotherapy (HART) schedule was
adopted: Tumour 6 cm in greatest dimension, nodal spread of disease that could not be included in the
SADbR target volume, tumour adhesion/infiltration of the stomach or duodenum, and/or impossibility
to achieve SAbR planning objectives (e.g., non-respect of OARs dose constraints).

Following induction chemotherapy, RT was delivered with SAbR, administering 30 Gy in 5 fractions
to the tumour volume (PTVt) and 50 Gy SIB to the vascular involvement, or with HART prescribing 50.4
Gy in 28 fractions to the PTVt, with a vascular SIB of 78.4 Gy. Thus, an ablative biologically effective
dose (BED,,= 100 Gy) within the tumour was prescribed for both SAbR and HART. The RAdAR was
delivered using RapidArc® Technology (Varian Medical Systems, Palo Alto, CA, United States) or
TomoTherapy® System (Accuray, Sunnyvale, CA, United States). Daily on-line volumetric image-guided
radiotherapy (cone beam or megavoltage CT) was performed before each treatment fraction. After
restaging, a multidisciplinary team re-evaluated the patient and, in the absence of tumour progression,
re-considered surgery if radical resection was deemed feasible; if not, patients were candidate for
follow-up.

Image acquisitions and tumour segmentation

For simulation CT, patients were immobilized in the supine position with arms over the head. After a
scan without contrast, a tri-phase contrast-enhanced simulation CT scan was carried out, including an
arterial, a pancreatic parenchymal, and a portal venous phase, using a 64-row scanner (Brilliance 64;
Philips, Eindhoven, The Netherlands). A minimum 3-h fasting period was required for all patients
before simulation CT. For contrast-enhanced imaging, a weight-based amount of iodinated nonionic
contrast agent was used, with an automatic power injector at a flow rate of 2-3.5 mL/s. A bolus-tracking
technique at standardized time was used for contrast-enhanced phases. CT images were acquired with a
64 mm % 0.625-1.25 mm collimation, with a reconstruction thickness of 2 mm.
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Texture analysis was performed using contrast-free simulation CT imaging. Tumour segmentation
was performed using a software for medical image processing (MIM software; Mim Software Inc.,
United States). The volume of interest (VOI) corresponded to the gross tumour volume (GTV) and was
defined by a radiation oncologist with experience in PC and validated by a second radiation oncologist
(Figure 1). The segmentation excluded vessels, biliary stent, calcifications, fiducial markers, or any other
potential source of artifact from the GTV (VOI) (Figure 1).

Radiomic feature extraction

Radiomic features were extracted from the VOI using PyRadiomics v3.0[31]. Firstly, the VOI was
resampled with an isotropic voxel of 2 mm % 2 mm x 2 mm, and HU were binned considering a width
of 5 HU. The extracted features are defined according to Imaging Biomarker Standardized Initiative
(IBSI)[32] and include first order statistics, shaped based both 2D and 3D, Gray Level Co-occurrence
Matrix, Gray Level Run Length Matrix, Gray Level Size Zone Matrix, Neighbouring Gray Tone
Difference Matrix, and Grey Level Dependence Matrix, as well as filtered features (logarithm
exponential, gradient, LBP3D, and wavelet). A total of 1655 radiomic features were considered.

Statistical analysis

Statistical analysis of clinical (tumour location and size, cancer antigen 19-9 (CA19-9) value at diagnosis
and after chemotherapy, clinical stage, chemotherapy regimen and radiation approach) and radiomic
data was implemented in R (v3.6.3). For the analysis, patients surgically explored (e.g. exploratory
laparotomy after RT) but not resected were integrated into the non-resected group. The complete
workflow of statistical analysis included a first step of variable selection and a training/validation step
to find the model that better predicted the outcome. Subsequently the validated model was applied to
the whole dataset.

Multivariate analysis was performed firstly on the training set that included 70% of the whole
database. Clinical data and radiomic features were tested for their capability to predict surgical resection
using Wilcoxon rank-sum test. Correlated features were identified using Pearson correlation
considering a threshold of 0.9 and were removed for further analysis. P values of the remaining
variables were corrected for multiple comparisons considering Bonferroni correction (P corrected <
0.01). Multivariate LASSO regression analysis was performed to select relevant variables and build the
model. The optimal lambda parameter was chosen as an average of the regularization parameter
obtained from 50 times repetition of the 5-fold cross-validation process.

The model was then tested on the validation dataset, and corresponding area under the receiver
operating characteristic curve (AUC) and their confidence intervals were computed. To improve the
statistical significance and robustness of our analysis, all the steps were repeated 100 times. More
precisely, among these repeated analyses, the solution that presents the median AUC was chosen as
representative, and corresponding confidence intervals were computed throughout a bootstrap. The
already tested model was re-trained on the whole dataset to obtain robust selected variables, and AUC
was computed. To assess the predictive capability of our model, this was finally applied to the entire
cohort to predict the surgical resection status and compute the OS for predicted surgery vs no predicted
surgery patients. The log-rank test was used to assess statistical significance for survival curves.

RESULTS
Study population

Seventy-one LAPC patients were included in the analysis. Baseline characteristics are outlined in
Table 1. The median age was 65 years [interquartile range (IQR) 57-69], and 57.8% of patients were male.
The median period of induction chemotherapy was 6 mo (IQR 6-6 mo). SAbR was used in 59 (83.1%)
patients and HART in the remaining 12 (16.9%). All patients completed the prescribed treatment.
Thirty-two patients (45.1%) underwent exploratory laparotomy after RT, and 19 (26.8%) patients
ultimately received surgical resection, with a resection/exploration ratio of 59.4%. Postoperative 90-d
mortality was nil. The median follow-up for the analysis was 15.0 mo (IQR 11.2-20.2 mo). Overall
survival (OS) curves and their confidence intervals, estimated by Kaplan-Meier method as a function of
surgical resection (resected vs non-resected patients; P < 0.001), are shown in Figure 2A.

Prediction model for resectability

Median AUC for training and validation sets were 0.862 (95%CI: 0.792-0.921) and 0.853 (95%CI: 0.706-
0.960), respectively. Box plots in Figure 3 summarized the AUC distributions for both datasets for all the
100 repetitions and the ROC curve of the median solution both for train and validation test. Among the
100 repetitions of the training process, the clinical variables were rarely selected from LASSO. On
average, 98% of the selected variables were radiomic features, indicating a higher predictive power of
radiomic data with respect to clinical data.
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Characteristic

Value

No. of patients

Age, yr, median (IQR)

Sex, male, n

(%)

ECOG, 0, 1 (%)

Primary tumour location, 1 (%)

Head
Body

Neck

Tumour size (mm), median (IQR)

Biliary stent, present, 1 (%)

CA19-9 (U/mL) at diagnosis

CA19-9 (U/mL) after chemotherapy (before RAdAR)

Clinical T stage’, 1 (%)

T2

T3

T4

Clinical N stage’, 1 (%)

NO

N1

Pre-RAdAR chemotherapy regimen, n (%)

FOLFIRINOX

Gemcitabine + nab-paclitaxel

RAdAR approach, 1 (%)

SADbR

HART

Delivery technique, 1 (%)

RapidArc® Technology

TomoTherapy® System

Resected patients’, 1 (%)

R status’, 1 (%)

RO

R1

71

64.8 (57.1-69.6)

41 (57.8)

61 (85.9)

44 (62.0)
25 (35.2)
2(28)

40 (30-45)
25 (35.2)
951 (+ 1134)

106 (+ 160)

6 (8.5)
11 (15.5)

54 (76.0)

34 (47.9)

37 (52.1)

30 (42.3)

41 (57.7)

59 (83.2)

12 (16.9)

55 (77.5)
16 (22.5)

19 (26.8)

12 (63.2)

7 (36.8)

1Per the AJCC staging system, eighth edition.

2Exploratory laparotomy in 32 patients (45.1%), resection/exploration ratio 59.4%.

3Among resected patients, 1 = 19.

CA: Celiac artery; CHA: Common hepatic artery; FOLFIRINOX: Fluorouracil, leucovorin, oxaliplatin; HART: Hypofractionated ablative radiotherapy; IQR:

Interquartile range; PV: Portal vein; SMA: Superior mesenteric artery; SAbR: Stereotactic ablative radiation therapy; SMV: Superior mesenteric vein.

JBaishideng®

Applying the validated model on the entire dataset, 4 features were selected from the LASSO
regression. Figure 4 depicts the LASSO variable selection process and the AUC as a function of the
lambda parameter. Four variables survived to LASSO regression in correspondence with the best
lambda value (dotted line in Figure 4). Lambda was chosen as the value at one standard deviation after
the value that maximises AUC. The selected features, the P value from the Wilcoxon test, and their
adjusted P-value for Bonferroni correction are reported in Table 2. In addition, the slope of LASSO
regression coefficients for each variable is shown. Starting from the selected variables, the correlation
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Table 2 Selected features, P value from Wilcoxon test, adjust P value for Bonferroni correction, and LASSO regression coefficients (for

each variable)

Variable name P value Wilcoxon P value corrected LASSO slope
Ibp.3D.m1_glrlm_LongRunLowGrayLevelEmphasis 1.01E-09 4.82E-07 -0.146
wavelet.LLL_glem_Imc2 1.17E-06 5.61E-04 0.039
Ibp.3D.m2_glszm_GrayLevelNonUniformityNormalized 4.01E-06 1.92E-03 0.113
exponential_glrlm_RunLengthNonUniformityNormalized 4.02E-06 1.92E-03 0.056

DOI: 10.4251/wjgo.v14.i3.703 Copyright ©The Author(s) 2022.

Figure 1 Texture analysis performed using contrast-free simulation computed tomography imaging. A: Target volumes delineation in a
stereotactic ablative radiation therapy case. The high-dose planning target volume (blue) encompasses the tumour-vessel interface (TVI, encasement of celiac axis)
inside the tumour planning target volume (PTVt, red). The prescription dose is 30 Gy and 50 Gy in 5 fractions, with simultaneous integrated boost, to PTVt and TVI,
respectively. The following organ at risk are shown: duodenum (pink) and bowel (cyan); B: The gross tumour volume (GTV) of the pancreatic lesion without vessels
(yellow) is shown in the same axial computed tomography (CT)-simulation image without contrast. This is the final CT used for analysis.

matrix between these features and all other features with at least one Pearson correlation higher than 0.9
are reported in Figure 5, as a reference for external validation.

AUC obtained for the model applied on the entire dataset is 0.944 (95%Cl: 0.892-0.996) (Figure 6). OS
curves and their confidence intervals, estimated by Kaplan-Meier method as a function of surgical
resection (resected vs non-resected patients) as predicted by the model, are shown in Figure 2B (P <
0.001).

DISCUSSION

To the best of our knowledge, the present study is the first to propose a CT-based radiomics model to
predict resectability in LAPC treated with intensive chemotherapy followed by ablative RT. The model
was built, tested, and validated in a homogeneous cohort of LAPC patients, using clinical data and
radiomic features extracted from the simulation-CT, and showed a reliable performance to predict
surgical resection.

Surgical resection after neoadjuvant treatment is the main driver for improved survival in LAPC[11].
However, the diagnostic performance of CT imaging to evaluate the residual tumour burden at
restaging after neoadjuvant therapy is low, due to the difficulty in distinguishing neoplastic tissue from
fibrous scar or inflammation[33]. In this context, radiomics has gained popularity over conventional
imaging as a complementary clinical tool capable of providing additional, unprecedented information
regarding the intratumor heterogeneity and the residual neoplastic tissue, potentially serving in the
therapeutic decision-making process.

In the present study, we identified four potential CT-based radiomic features (Ibp.3D.m1_glrlm
_LRLGE; wavelet.LLL_glem_Imc2; Ibp.3D.m*_glszm_GLLN; exponential_glrlm_RLNN) to build a CT
radiomic model, which could be useful in predicting resectability in LAPC patients undergoing
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Figure 2 Kaplan-Meier overall survival. A: Kaplan-Meier overall survival (OS) as a function of surgical resection. Patients were stratified according to
resectability status and OS curves from radiotherapy for resected (green line) vs non-resected (red line) and their confidence intervals (dotted lines) were plotted. The
median OS from radiation therapy for resected patients has not been reached, compared to 14.6 mo (Cl: 12.4-18.1 mo) of non-resected patients (P < 0.001); B:
Kaplan-Meier OS as a function of surgical resection as predicted by the model. The “predicted” OS curves from radiotherapy for resected (green line) vs non-
resected (red line) patients and their confidence intervals (dotted lines) showed here were obtained applying the model to the dataset to predict the resectability
status. The two curves are significantly different (P < 0.001).
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Figure 3 Box plots of area under the receiver operating characteristic curve distributions and receiver operating characteristic curves for
test/train datasets. The first part of training model and validation was repeated 100 times and Box plots of area under the receiver operating characteristic (ROC)
curve (AUC) distributions for test/train datasets are represented on the left side. Median AUC both for train and validation sets are higher than 0.85 meaning that the
model has high performance in both datasets. On the right the ROC curves of the median solution among the repetitions both for train and validation test are shown.

neoadjuvant therapy. Notably, the AUC obtained for the model was 0.94 if applied to the entire dataset.
Radiomics has already been used in other contexts of surgical oncology, predicting resectability in
oesophageal[28] and thymic cancers[29].

An important consideration of the current study is that clinical data was not significant to separate
resected from not-resected patients and did not contribute to the building of the predictive model. This
means that radiomic represents a fundamental tool to decode information that cannot be obtained from
the direct observation of CT images or other clinical data alone[34]. Notably, the “real” OS curves
(Figure 2A) and “predicted” OS curves obtained applying the validated model to the entire database
without considering the information of resectability status (Figure 2B) are comparable. This is an
indirect validation of the model that can independently predict before RT whether the patient can be a
candidate for surgical resection, leading to comparable OS curves. This finding is particularly relevant
from a clinical point of view. Indeed, although recent retrospective series have suggested that RT can
complement induction chemotherapy and improve LAPC resectability[11-13], the role of (chemo-) RT
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Figure 4 LASSO regression coefficients and area under the receiver operating characteristic curve as function of lambda parameter.
LASSO regression coefficients for each variable (represented by continuous lines, each line is a variable that are imposed to reach zero by LASSO regression as
lambda increases) and area under the receiver operating characteristic curve (AUC) as function of Log(\) are superimposed. Dotted line represents the best lambda
parameters that corresponds to the value at one standard deviation after the lambda that maximize AUC. As it is possible to notice, the best lambda value
corresponds to four variables selected by LASSO.
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Figure 5 Correlation plot of the selected variables and other significant features. The four selected variables (named var1, var2, var3 and var4 for
simplicity, please refers to the end of this caption for the correspondence with variable names), are correlated (r > 0.9) with other variables that are rejected for further
analysis. Here we report the correlated variables as reference for further studies that could find significant features correlated with our variables. Var1:
Lbp.3D.m1_glrim_LongRunLowGrayLevelEmphasis; Var2: Wavelet.LLL_glcm_Imc2; Var3: Lbp.3D.m?_glszm_GrayLevelNonUniformityNormalized; Var4:
Exponential_glrim_RunLengthNonUniformityNormalized.
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after systemic therapy in LAPC is still controversial[35].

The potential to predict surgical resection of LAPC, especially in patients still considered unresectable
after induction chemotherapy, could drive to a more aggressive effort of conversion to surgery by the
means of RT. For this purpose, the use of simulation CT for features' extraction appears particularly
appropriate to add homogeneity, repeatability, robustness, and simplicity to the model under
evaluation. The use of free-contrast planning CT scans was previously reported as a basis of the analysis
to derive the textural features related to survival in LAPC treated with SAbR. Analysing data of 100
patients, the authors found a significant association between a clinical-radiomic signature and survival
of LAPC in both training and validation sets (P = 0.01 and 0.05 and concordance index 0.73 and 0.75,
respectively)[25].

The analysis of the present study has some significant strengths. First, a three-step machine learning
method was implemented. More precisely, the model was trained on a training subset of patients
finding a robust AUC (median value: 0.86); subsequently, this model was validated and confirmed on a
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Figure 6 Area under the receiver operating characteristic curve obtained for the model applied on the entire dataset. To test the performance
of our model in the entire dataset, area under the receiver operating characteristic curve obtained applying the model to the entire dataset was computed and
represented here. AUC: Area under the receiver operating characteristic curve.
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smaller subset (30% of the total patients), confirming high AUC values (median value: 0.85). Ultimately,
it was re-applied on the whole database to extract the more significant features that contribute to the
prediction, obtaining a high AUC value (0.94). Second, the statistical significance of all the steps gives
robust and reliable predictions. Indeed, radiomic analysis and machine learning implementation are
prone to lead to several errors and unreproducible results[36]. To give strengths and add reproducibility
to the analysis, all results were cross-validated or obtained throughout multiple repetitions and
corrected for multiple testing.

In the analysis, all the features correlated with the most significant ones were rejected to maintain
only those variables that explained more variance. All the significant features correlated with at least
one of the selected features are shown in Figure 5. The names of correlated variables are provided,
allowing other centres to reproduce the presented results. Further studies could find significant
variables different to those reported in our study, but correlated with them, indicating they have the
same underlying radiomic information. Lastly, the possibility to extract valuable information on
planning CT without additional diagnostic methodologies adds simplicity and the possibility to apply
this in the clinical practice.

A further frontier of the application of radiomics, not evaluated in the present study, is to analyse the
change in radiomic features during or after treatment (the so-called delta radiomics)[37,38]. The
application of delta radiomic might further improve the ability of radiomics to provide predictive
models for oncological outcomes and instruct clinical decisions. Furthermore, another potential
application of radiomics in oncology is to realize prognostic and predictive models of the tumour
pathological response (TRG) to neoadjuvant treatment[39-41]. This information could lead to better
identification of patients who may or may not benefit from preoperative approach, in order to allow for
more effective treatment personalization.

This study had several limitations. First, the design was observational, with a retrospective analysis
and a relatively small sample size. Second, the results may have been biased by the patient selection
process since indications to chemotherapy, radiotherapy, and surgery were defined on a case-by-case
basis by the Institutional board. The lack of external validation represents a third limit. An external
multi-institutional validation may have been preferable. Finally, due to the limited number of events in
the resected group, we were unable to perform an analysis on the impact of resection status (RO vs R1)
on survival.

CONCLUSION

The present CT-radiomic model demonstrated a reliable performance to predict resectability in LAPC
treated with induction chemotherapy followed by ablative RT. Radiomic information may complement
clinical and morphological parameters in predicting surgical resectability. If further confirmed, the
results of this study may allow integrating radiomic information into the pool of clinical and
biochemical data to consider when a LAPC patient is candidate for surgical exploration after
neoadjuvant therapy.
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ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS

Research background

Radiomics is emerging as a promising tool in oncology, potentially improving, through the
development of predictive and prognostic models, the therapeutic decision-making process. To date,
however, few data are available regarding the use of radiomics in pancreatic cancer (PC). Since
computed tomography (CT) misestimate the resectability of locally advanced PC (LAPC) after
neoadjuvant treatment, the role of radiomics could be decisive to integrate traditional morphological
parameters in predicting surgical resection.

Research motivation
To explore the potential role of CT-radiomic features to integrate clinical and morphological data to
predict surgical resection in LAPC treated with neoadjuvant chemotherapy and radiotherapy.

Research objectives
To create and validate a predictive model to predict LAPC resectability, throughout the application of
machine learning algorithms to planning CT-radiomic features.

Research methods

A total of 1655 radiomic features were extracted from planning CT inside the gross tumour volume.
Resectability status predictive model was build starting from these radiomic features and clinical data.
A first step of variable selection and a training/validation step to find the model that better predicted
the outcome was adopted. Subsequently, the validated model was applied to the whole dataset. The
discriminating performance of each model was assessed with the area under the receiver operating
characteristic curve (AUC).

Research results

Seventy-one LAPC patients were included in the analysis. After neoadjuvant chemotherapy and
radiotherapy, 19 (26.8%) patients underwent surgical resection. The training and validation steps
resulted in a predictive model of resectability with a median AUC of 0.862 (95%CI: 0.792-0.921) and
0.853 (95%Cl: 0.706-0.960), respectively. This model applied to the entire dataset allowed to select 4
radiomic features that predict the respectability status with an AUC of 0.944 (95%CI: 0.892-0.996). No
clinical data contributed to the predictive model.

Research conclusions

The present radiomic model could help predict resectability in LAPC treated with neoadjuvant therapy,
suggesting a promising role in the context of a complex long-course downstaging and a challenging
indication to surgery.

Research perspectives

The analysis of the change of radiomic features during or after treatment (delta radiomics) and the
correlation with tumour response (e.g., tumour regression grade) represent another intriguing
application of radiomics that needs further exploration.
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