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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
1. Well done. This study addresses a subject which is greatly needed for not only better 

understanding mechanisms of the gut microbiome but providing foundational evidence 

that can be used for future research. While the study is small, this information is helpful 

to know. 2. I am not an expert in Crohn's disease. Could the authors please either explain 

the CD Activity Index (CDAI), Harvey-Bradshaw Index (HBI), and Simple Endoscopy 

Score (SES) more (such as what cut-off values are meaningful and what they mean) or 

add references for articles that explain these? 3. Similar to Comment #2, could the 

authors please define in the methods what the Montreal classification is in Table 1? 4. At 

the beginning of the AE portion of the Results section, could the authors please explain 

what the number 22 is in reference to? In the methods, it was noted that there were 22 

stool samples. However, it appears there were only 11 participants who received the 

treatment and would be expected to potentially experience an adverse event. The Results 

subsection on AEs also does not seem to add up overall. Perhaps I am misunderstanding 

the numbers but it looks like this section indicates there were two individuals who 

experienced AEs in the first sentence and yet the rest of the description makes it sound 
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like there were four individuals. 5. Supplementary Figures 4, 5, and 6 appear to only be 

mentioned in the Discussion section. It appears there is quite of bit of text in the 

Discussion that describes results and should be moved up to the Results section. I do see 

that references to other studies are intertwined with this text though. I will leave the 

decision on the location of this text as a judgement call for the editors, but I think this 

seems like it should be included in the Results.  
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