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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting study about the caffeic acid phenethyl ester up-regulates antioxidant levels in 

the hepatic stellate cell line. In this study, the authors investigated the antioxidation effect of caffeic 

acid phenethyl ester in hepatic stellate cells T6 cultured in vitro and the potential mechanisms of the 

effect.  The effect on a-smooth muscle actin was shown using immunofluorescence. Gene and 

protein levels of Nrf2, including related factors and mitogen activated protein kinases, in HSC-T6 

cells were detected using RT-PCR and western blotting, respectively.  CAPE inhibited proliferation 

and activation of HSC-T6 cells cultured in vitro. CAPE increased the antioxidant levels and the 

translocation of Nrf2 from the cytoplasm to the nucleus in HSC-T6 cells. Moreover, the 

phosphorylation of MAPKs in cells decreased in response to CAPE. Interestingly, CAPE-induced 

oxidative stress in the cells was significantly attenuated by pretreatment with MAPKs inhibitors. 

Over all, this study is well designed, and the resutls are interesting.   1 Some minor language errors 

should be corrected.  2 The results should be disscused with more recent references.  3 The figures 

are good.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Very interesting study. After some language revision, it can be accepted. 
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