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interesting review with minor language mistakes
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The study addresses an interesting topic and merit. However, it has some intrinsic methodological
limitations which decrease its potential clinical impact. In my opinion, the following issues should be
addressed. 1) The authors include "non-randomized" studies, but it is unclear whether they refer
only to observational studies or also include trials. This should be specified wherever appropriate.
Among observational studies, it is necessary to distinguish case-control and cohort studies. 2) The
great heterogeneity of studies raises concern on the validity/generalizability of results. This should
be addressed more clearly in the discussion. All confounding factors limit the clinical impact of the
study. Any role of concomitant drug exposure? 3) The aim "to evaluate the current evidence
regarding osteoporosis and bone fractures in alcoholic liver disease" is too generic and should better
reflect the results of the study, which is a systematic review with qualitative and quantitative
evaluation through meta-analysis techniques.
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The authors performed meta-analysis to evaluate the current evidence regarding osteoporosis and
bone fractures in alcoholic liver disease. This is very attractive topic. However, no strong evidence
supported their conclusions due to lack of high-quality studies and much heterogeneity among
studies as the authors mentioned, although the authors did their best to minimize those publications
bias.



mailto:bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

