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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript is a review of deregulated cell-cell and cell-matrix crosstalk in cancer. The authors 

discuss the mechanisms of crosstalk between the adhesion sites in epithelial cells. The majority of the 

review is focused on the Rho GTPases and tyrosine kinases as mediators of inter-junctional crosstalk 

and the opportunistic pathogenic infection is set as a paradigm for inter-junctional crosstalk. The 

authors proposed that targeting specific regulators of cell-cell and cell-matrix adhesion would have 

far-reaching therapeutic potential in cancer. Overall, the review is well designed and the manuscript 

is well written. So the reviewer suggests acceptance.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript is a complete review about cell-cell and cell-matrix crosstalk.  Some points may be 

improved: -please revise the text since there are some typos and some abbreviations not properly 

specified; - please revise Figure 1: the list of the proteins for the differnt kind of junctions is not 

complete and the reasons for selection are not clear; the gap junction is not discussed in text;  - 

please revise the Figure 2, since it is not clear: it should be modified or, otherwise, eliminated; - The 

part concerning potential therapeutic application should be improved and updated; in particular: the 

sentence concernig anti-EGF receptors and breast cancer should be corrected (page 21); the literature 

references concerning clinical trials in breast cancer patients should be modified and updated (page 

22, first paragraph); when talking about dasatinib in breast cancer the authors should highlight in the 

text that they are referring to preclinical data; the reference 124 and 125 refers to gastric and prostate 

cancer, not to breast cancer; - a table summarizing the drugs currently in clinical development 

potentially affecting the cell-cell and cell-matrix crosstalk would be helpful.  
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