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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

1. Please modify the sentence in the AIM of Abstract, “...with the whole liver disease spectrum.”

(target: CHC patients?) 2. The first appeared medical term need its full name, such as “hepatocellular

carcinoma (HCC)” 3. No uppercase letters for keywords (please follow WJG's guideline) 4. Please

define “steatohepatitis” and “advanced fibrosis”, and clarify if steatohepatitis had been studied in

any selected articles 5. Please clarify the reason for citing reference 15 in Quality Assessment, i.e. the

association between “antibiotics and development of inflammatory bowel disease (reference 15)” and

“discrepancies between three coauthors (the sentence in this manuscript)” 6. In the last paragraph of

DISCUSSION, please clarify the sentence ..., beginning with fatty liver disease, cirrhosis, and HCC
in patients with CHC.” (beginning with...and end up with HCV-related death event?) 7. Should
“steatohepatitis” take into account in the disease spectrum of PNPLA3 polymorphism like “advanced

fibrosis” being mentioned in the Core tip behind the Abstract?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors performed a systematic review of 380 articles and selected 19 articles to examine the

association PNPLA 3 polymorphism and severity of chronic hepatitis C disease. The manuscript is

well designed and clearly written, however, I have few comments: The introduction section is too

short for a meta-analysis paper with a systematic review of a large number of articles. 1- I would like

the authors to add more information about PNPLA3 polymorphism across different ethnic groups

(what is the frequency of GG genotype in different races?). The articles included in this meta-analysis

studied only 4 ethnic groups (Asians, Caucasians, North Africans and mixed) 2- In table 1, the

ethnicity was not shown in some studies. 3- what are the components of the mixed group? 4- Is

there any data on Sub-Saharan Africans, African Americans or Hispanics?
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PNPLA3 Polymorphism is changeable according to ethnicity. There has been no evaluation in this

respect.
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