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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
In this manuscript Liao WT and colleagues present very interesting data that the 

incidence of T2DM over time in women with PCOS depends on the age of PCOS 

diagnosis. The manuscript is well written and the results are based on a large sample 

size.  Comments Line 80 «patients with PCOS were noted to be insulin-resistant after 

adjustment». What kind of adjustment? Lines 125-127 Why «women who underwent 

gynecological ultrasonography or blood testing for testosterone or 17-

hydroxyprogesterone levels» were an inclusion criteria? The fact of the testing does not 

mean an abnormal result. Line 128 Why type 2 diabetes, IGT, gestational diabetes were 

exclusion criteria? If it was only at the time of first PCOS diagnosis, then it should be 

clearly written in the text. Line 142 Please specify by which comorbidities were controls 

matched to the cohort group? Discussion Among study limitations it should be noted 

that the sample size of the groups of women diagnosed with PCOS after age 35 were 

relatively small and it may be the cause of the lack of statistical significance. Besides, it 

should be described if it was possible to be sure that women diagnosed with PCOS in 

the Health Insurance Database were indeed first diagnosed. Could they attend a doctor 

at some other medical organization before entering the Longitudinal Health Insurance 

Database? Table 1. Please unfold abbreviations.  Disorders of «lipoid metabolism» 

should be corrected for «lipid metabolism».  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
In this study, participants were stratified according to the presence or absence of 

comorbidities or of medication.  Among women without comorbidities and no 

medication, the PCOS group exhibited a higher incidence of T2DM compared with the 

control group.The relevant rationale is suggested to expand in discussion section. The 

control group should be named uniformly in the figure and table. In the last sentence of 

the study population and outcome assessment, the first  'cohort group' should be 

'control group'. 


