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E}stract

Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is the thigd most frequent oncological cause of death
worldwide, principally a consequence 0f|E}jatitis C girus infection and its| Prognosis is
mostly poor. For early identification and surveillance lof hepatitis C virus (HCV) patients
with liver disease progression, thEI availability of suitable diagnostic and prognostic
biomarkers is still an unmet clinical need. Alfa-fetoprotein together with imaging
techniq!ﬁ is commonly used, however its specificity and sensitivity are not satisfactory.
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