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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This study is very well designed, the patients are well selected and the manuscript is 

well written. Most of the figures and tables are clear and informative. However, I have 

few comments. 1- in the discussion section, the authors mentioned the limitations of the 

study , particularly the small number of patients and the relatively short follow up 

period and they recommended to conduct future studies on larger number of patients 

and longer follow up, I would recommend to run this future study at multiple centers to 

make more solid conclusions. 2- why did the authors exclude lesions greater than 5 Cm 

in diameter? Did any of the very small lesions (8 Cm) require a liver biopsy to confirm 

the diagnosis? 3- the numbers of patients classified according to the etiology of 

underlying liver diseases in the text does not match with those in table 1. In the text, the 

numbers of patients with HBV, HCV, alcoholic, and NASH are 4, 12, 14 and 2 
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respectively. While those in table 1 are 3, 14, 13 and 2 respectively, this should be double 

checked by the authors.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors describe a new aproach to patients with hepatocellular carcinoma which 

probably is promising but the conclusion that "can improve the therapeutic effects in 

patients with HCC" is arbitrary. The authors should have compared this aproach with 

the standard aproach in patients with HCC. Does this technique improve clinical 

outcome; survival; in these patients ;;
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Thank you for this good study..There is really need for study will be performed with 

much more number of patients and  in much longer follow up period
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Some phrases may need grammar correction: Furthermore, Sonazoid® can be repeatedly 

administered [33] , which is advantageous when making a judgment using a single IAUS 

procedure is difficult. “All IAUS was performed” -Some phrases are incoherent (ex: 

“Treatments to be complete and incomplete for lesions were appropriate and insufficient, 

respectively”) -“Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is a common tumor and the second 

leading cause of death worldwide”. This information is highly inaccurate, as the global 

statistics that you refer to concludes that cancers in general are a lead cause of death 

worldwide, not HCC in particular. As you can find in the same article, liver cancer in 

men is the fifth most frequently diagnosed cancer worldwide and the second most 

frequent cause of cancer death. In women, it is the seventh most commonly diagnosed 

cancer and the sixth leading cause of cancer death. -"Our results suggest that reliable 
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DEB-TACE may also increase the CR rate for small tumors, and thus may also improve 

the therapeutic effect for these tumors."  It might be best to clearly specify that you refer 

to small but non-curable tumors.  -It would have been interesting to know the diameter 

of the DEB particle. 


