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Assessing cardiovascular risk in hepatitis C: An unmet need
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Abstract

Chronic hepatitis C (HCV) is associated with significant morbidity and
mortality, as a result of the progression towards cirrhosis and hepatocellular
carcinoma. Additionally, HCV seems to be an independent risk factor for
cardiovascular diseases (CVD) due to its association with insulin resistance,
diabetes and steatosis. HCV infection represents an initial step in the chronic
inflammatory cascade, showing a direct role in altering glucose metabolism.
After achieving sustained virological response, the incidence of insulin

resistance and diabetes dramatically decrease. HCV core protein plays an
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