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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

-The number of patients is substantial considering the rare condition, and the results of 

this study are clinically meaningful and can form the basis of future prospective studies, 

despite the methodological flaws.  -The main concerns include the decreasing 

proportion of patients over time, the use of different types of CFTR modulators at 

different times, the unavailability of many significant data (i.e. LFT), and the 

substantially shorter follow-up.  -The study's main finding, in my opinion, appears to 

be an increased risk of cirrhosis while using ursodiol versus not using it. Why did 

UDCA patients develop cirrhosis at a higher rate than untreated patients? The authors 

have given no explanation for this. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Minor points: 1.Please add the diagnostic criteria of Cirrhosis in the part of "METHODS". 

2. In the first column of table 2, it's hard to understand the meaning of "Ursodiol 6 

months".   "Ursodiol 6 months" is "6 months"?  3. Tables with three lines  should be 

applied in all tables. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Though this a retrospective analysis of a cohort of cystic fibrosis patients, the 

observation made is clinically relevant.  Cystic fibrosis is a progressive disease leading 

to cirrhosis of liver. It would be prudent if a drug can change the natural history of 

disease. Authors have clearly documented that UDCA group had more incidence of 

cirrhosis as the drug was started late only after deranged LFTs. And CFTR modulators 

group had lower incidence of cirrhosis.  
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The revised manuscript is better. I have no further comments.  

 


