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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Authors prospective case control studied 50 early stage HCC, 25 CLD and 15 healthy age-, sex-
matched subjects with seronegative for viral markers of hepatitis and normal liver function. AFP and
Annexin A2 was measured from each subjects. Authors concluded that Annexin A2 at cut off value at
18 ng/mL was a good diagnostic marker for early HCC Critism; 1) Any patients in group 1(early
stage HCC) had CLD? Any co HBV and HCV infection in this group? 2) What is definition of CLD?
Characterisitics of CLD (child pugh, cause of CLD) 3) Any HCC patients had normal AFP but high
Annexin A2? 4) the sensitivity and specificity of AFP as a screening test was different depend on the
level of cut off point. AFP value of 20 ng/mL (which commonly used in other previous screening
studies - Sherman, Hepatology (1995) , Zhang, ] Cancer Res Clin Oncol (2004) , Wong, Liver inter
(2008)) had sensitivity of 60%. If AFP cut off is raised to 200 ng/mL, the sensitivity drops to 22%
(Bruix, 2010)  but AFP at cut off point of 19.8 ng/mL was not different diagnostic accuracy than
Annexin A2 in the study. The sensitivity of both test was 70%, therefore 30% of HCC will miss from
either test.




