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Abstract

Approximately 3 million healthcare workers per year rgeeive an injury with an
occupational instrument, with around 2,000,000 exposures to Epatilis B virus (HBV) and
1,000,000 to hepatitis C virus (HC "'u"'b. Although an effective HBV vaccine has been available

since the early eighties, and despite the worldwide application of universal vaccination

programs started in the early nineties, HBV still remains a prominent agent of morbidity
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