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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This study provides new information regarding the morphologic differences found in patients with

IBS-C and FC vs IBS-D and patients without defecatory disorders. However, the authors imply in

their conclusion that the morphologic differences are somehow causative of their disorders. Animal

models have demonstrated that chronic withholding or forced constipation causes lengthening or

dilation of the colon; could it be that these patients had normal morphology prior to onset of

symptoms but now have developed lengthened and dilated colons? In addition, the Rome criteria

were developed as a method to diagnose functional digestive disorders without the need to subject

the patient to invasive, expensive tests or procedures. If a patient meets criteria for IBS-C or D or FC,

they should not require colonoscopy or CTC to evaluate the colonic morphology or mucosa. I feel

that these issues need to be addressed prior to publication, but that the ideas and information in this

manuscript are interesting and important.
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