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This manuscript is well written. 
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This is essentially a literature review on lymph node dissection in hilar 

cholangiocarcinoma. The preferred format would be either a meta-analysis, or based on 

the author's own experience.  HCC is widely used to represent hepatocellular 

carcinoma, which is also within the purview of hepatobiliary surgeons. Thus, to avoid 

confusion, a different abbreviations should be chosen. Commonly used abbreviations for 

hilar cholangiocarcinoma include HC, hCCA, etc.  It has been several years since the 

publication of AJCC 8th edition staging manual, thus the discussion should focus on 

AJCC 8th, rather than AJCC 7th.  Although the pathologists and medical oncologists 

typically prefer more lymph nodes for accurate staging of any cancer, the surgeon has to 

balance other factors, e.g. the anatomic location, difficulty in removing more lymph 

nodes, intra-operative and long term complications associated with extensive lymph 

node dissection, etc. This should be discussed in the review as a separate section.  The 

authors' conclusion of removing 15 lymph nodes for hilar cholangiocarcinoma appears 

to be too aggressive. Further justification is desired. 
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Authors reviewed about lymphadenectomy in hilar cholangiocarcinoma. This review 

was lacking in novelty but well-summarized. No16 LN metastasis is recognized as 

distant metastasis because of poor prognosis. For better survival in such cases, effective 

chemotherapy is essential not but resection. Authors should also discuss about 

chemotherapies for hilar cholangiocarcinoma with LN metastases.  Authors partially 

used HCC as abbreviation of hilar cholangiocarcinoma. The abbreviation and 

full-spelling were both found. HCC was usually recognized as abbreviation of 

hepatocelluar carcinoma I recommend HC, hilar CC or hlCC as abbreviation of hilar 

cholangiocarcinoma. 

 


