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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated placing each figure in a separate page and also each figure legend in a
separate page. Tables have been modified as well to fit your guidelines. In addition, postcodes have
been added.

2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer

(1) 00742222: This reviewer stated that he found a minor mistake in the statement “The mutation rate
of HCV, estimated at 104 substitutions per site and round of replication [38]...”. However, we would
like to mention that we have not corrected this data as this is exactly as reported in Bartenschlager &
Lohmann, 2000 [38]; we would also like to point out that there is a difference between evolutionary rate
(estimated at 10-3 substitutions per site per year for HCV) and mutation rate (measured as substitutions
per site and round of replication), meaning that not all mutations generated by the RNA polymerase
will be fixed over time, therefore, evolutionary rate is measured per year, and it counts only those
mutations fixed in the population.

3 References and typesetting were corrected. As requested, citations have been put as numbers in
square brackets as superscript font. In addition, all references have been modified to match the format
accepted. Please note that when no DOI number was available, only the PMID number was provided.

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Hepatology.
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