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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Specificity of the technetium-99m-ethambutol assay is in question. The cited studies did 

not include normal controls or individuals with infections other than tuberculosis.  

Since individuals with tuberculosis are not immune from suppurative infections, 

additional workup would have been appropriate - aspiration or biopsy. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors introduced a new modality for the diagnosis of osteoarticular tuberculosis 

in 3 cases. The method was well interpreted in the discussion. And I will suggest authors 

say something about the application of the method currently.  On the other hand, the 

laboratory tests in tuberculosis need not to be focused, thus, it may be better to shorten 

the discussion about blood tests. Pls interpret the figures, including the X ray 

appeareance. As for case 3, is the lung uptake shown in Figure 2c significant or just 

physiological uptake? 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

About the technique, I‘m not sure the difference of the imaging presentation between TB 

infection and other inflammatory arthritis, eg. peripheral spondyloarthritis or poncet's 

syndrom? And what's the significance for the "negative scan" ? Please make these points 

more clear in the manuscipt. 
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1.       Title does reflect  2.      Abstract reflects  3.      Should add infectious 

arthritis to key words  4.      Background discussed, but specificity of the 

technetium-99m-ethambutol assay is in question. The cited studies did not include 

normal controls or individuals with infections other than tuberculosis.  5.      

Methods adequate discussed  6.      Results presumptive, not confirmed by culture or 

histology.  Actually, x-rays are not normal.  Suggest review by a skeletal radiologist  

7.      Adequately discussed, but  Line 129 – those findings are not pathognomonic, 

but also found with suppurative infections.  Line 173 – “at the suspected site” is 

erroneous if trying to identify localized bone involvement.  Any uptake would have 

significance, independent of location.  Lines ending on 191 and 192 – need citations.  

Specificity of the technetium-99m-ethambutol assay is in question. The cited studies did 
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11.  References – reasonable.  12.  Organization – reasonable  13.  Presumptive, not 
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