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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a report of preclinical laboratory animal experiments seeking to study the effects
of chitin-glucan (CG) on irritable bowel induced in these animals. Although well
conducted, preclinical animal experiments cannot quickly be extrapolated as effective
human treatment. The following revisions are necessary: 1. Whether the treatment is
really beneficial in humans, and whether CG can induce similar outcomes has clearly
NOT been established. Therefore their conclusion in the Abstract that "CG decreased
visceral perception and intestinal inflammation through master gene regulation and
direct binding of microbial products, providing evidence-based CG treatment for
patients with IBS or IBS-like symptoms" is clearly inappropriate and too strong. It must
be changed. 2. Similarly present study suggests but certainly does not indicate that CG is
valuable for IBS patients. therefore the core tip "This study indicated new capacities of
chitin-glucan to target most pathophysiological mechanisms of IBS and its therapeutic
potential as a promising new generation of prebiotics for patients with IBS or IBS-like
symptoms" cannot be justified merely from preclinical animal studies without any

human trials whatsoever.
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