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Abstract
AIM: To investigate the effects of musuwan on the expres-
sion of matrix metalloproteinase-2 (MMP-2) and tissue
inhibitor of metalloproteinase 1 (TIMP-1) in rat liver fibrosis
induced by dimethylnitrosamine (DMN).

METHODS: Male SD rats were randomly divided into
three groups: normal control group (n  =  10), model
group (n  =  10) and musuwan group (n  =  10). In all the
rats, except those in control group, DMN (10 mg/kg) were
given by intraperitoneal injection to establish fibrosis model.
Rats in the musuwan group were subsequently treated
with musuwan (3.125 g/kg, stomach perfusion). Blood from
the heart was collected for the examinations of liver function,
serum hyaluronic acid (HA), superoxide dismutase (SOD),
and malonaldehyde (MDA). MMP-2, and TIMP-1 mRNA
were detected by reverse transcription polymerase chain
reaction.

RESULTS: Compared with those in control group, serum
ALP, MDA, and HA were significantly higher, whereas
serum levels of Alb and SOD were significantly lower. In
musuwan treated rats, serum ALP, MDA, and HA were
remarkably reduced, while Alb and SOD were markedly

elevated. The levels of MMP-2 and TIMP-1 mRNA in model
group were significantly higher than those in control
group (0.70±0.22 vs 0.63±0.08, P  =  0.02; 1.38 ±0.48
vs 0.99±0.14, P  =  0.02). Musuwan significantly down-regu-
lated TIMP-1 mRNA (0.71±0.34 vs 0.99±0.14, P  =  0.03);
however, the level of MMP-2 mRNA showed no significant
difference between musuwan group and model group.

CONCLUSION: Musuwan can effectively inhibit the ex-
pression of TIMP-1, but not MMP-2, in DMN-induced liver
fibrosis in rats.
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