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Abstract

AIM: To evaluate the values of ultrathin
gastroscope in the implantation of esophageal
metal stents.

METHODS: Thirteen patients suffering dys-
phagia from late-stage esophageal or cardiac
carcinomas (one of which was complicated
with esophagotracheal fistula) and 1 patient
with cardiac achalasia received the implanta-
tion of esophageal metal stents under Fujinon
EG-270N5 ultrathin gastroscope. Following the
strictrue was pre-dilated to 9 mm, the stent was
implanted to an accurate level ensured by both
controlling the calculated inserting depth of the
stent conveyor and regulating the position of the
upper end of the stent in conveyor under ultra-
thin gastroscopy without X-ray monitoring. The
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success rate, accuracy, self-expanding, and com-
plications of the implantation were observed.

RESULTS: The implantation of the stents was
successfully performed in the accurate position
with satisfactory self-expanding in all the pa-
tients, and the shortest diameter of the strictures
was expanded from 2.73 + 3.18 to 13.65 + 1.66
mm. The esophagotracheal fistula was occluded
by the stents. The grades of dysphagia were
lowered from 3.15 + 0.68 to 0.91 + 0.49.

CONCLUSION: The implantation of esophageal
metal stents under ultrathin gastroscope without
X-ray monitoring is simple, accurate, safe, and
effective, with good compliance of patients.
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