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Abstract

Confocal endomicroscope integrates a
miniaturized confocal microscope in the
distal tip of a conventional endoscope, and
enables subsurface analysis of gastrointestinal
mucosa and in vivo histology during ongoing
endoscopy. The diagnostic spectrum of confocal
endomicroscopy is currently expanding from
screening and surveillance for colorectal cancer
towards ulcerative colitis, Barrett's esophagus,
Helicobacter pylori, early gastric cancer, oral
carcinoma and so on. It's tempting to speculate
that confocal endomicroscopy will play an
important diagnostic role in gastrointestinal
diseases in the future.
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