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Abstract

Blister beetle or mylabris, pungent in flavor and
toxic in nature, has been used for more than
2000 years as traditional Chinese medicine in
China. Cantharidin, an active ingredient of the
blister beetle, is an effective therapeutic agent
against cancers of the liver, breast, esophagus,
lung and intestine, etc. However, it is very
toxic. Nocantharidin (NCTD), a derivative
of cantharidin first synthesized in China, is a
new anti-tumor drug with strong anti-tumor
activities and increases the number of while
blood cells. Cantharidin can be used in the
treatment of hepatitis B and pointed condyloma.
This paper reviews the progress in its clinical
applications at home and abroad.
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