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Abstract

AIM: To analyze the etiological and
epidemiological characteristics of infectious
diarrhea (other than cholera, dysentery, typhoid
and paratyphoid) cases reported in China in 2008.

METHODS: The data of infectious diarrhea (oth-
er than cholera, dysentery, typhoid and para-
typhoid) cases reported in China in 2008 were
retrieved from Chinese Information System for
Diseases Control and Prevention and analyzed.

RESULTS: Of more than 70 million cases of in-

fectious diarrhea (other than cholera, dysentery,
typhoid and paratyphoid) reported, 50.98% of
the cases and 69.64 % of the deaths occurred in
children aged < 5 years. In nearly 30 000 cases
with pathogen information, viruses (90.65%)
and bacteria (8.97%) were found to be major
pathogens. In bacterial diarrhea, Vibrio para-
haemolyticus (65.26%) and Salmonella (20.70%)
are major pathogens, accounting for 85.96%. In
viral diarrhea, rotavirus (92.75%) and adenovi-
rus (4.34%) are major pathogens, accounting for
97.09%.

CONCLUSION: Infectious diarrhea (other than
cholera, dysentery, typhoid and paratyphoid)
mainly affects children aged less than 5 years.
The diagnostic information concerning the
pathogens of infectious diarrhea has important
implications for public health. However, the
quality and timeliness of the reported informa-
tion need to be improved, and the data need to
be enriched.
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