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Abstract
Trefoil factors (TFF), expressed physiologically

in the secretory cells of gastrointestinal mucosa
and other mucosal tissues, compose a unique
peptide family with important biologic func-
tions. Aberrant expression and/or continued se-
cretion of TFF might exist concurrently with the
processes of digestive system inflammation, tu-
mor or other related pathological changes. Pre-
vious pathological studies have shown that the
abnormal expression of TFF is associated with
the prognosis of digestive system diseases. The
results obtained from gene expression profiling,
tumor secretomics and bioinformatic analysis
have positively confirmed that clinical detec-
tion of TFF peptides or mRNAs has an excel-
lent diagnostic performance to detect digestive
system diseases, especially for the monitoring of
recurrence or metastasis of tumors and for the
estimation of therapeutic efficacy and progno-
sis. Therefore, TFF is a potential biomarker for
diagnosis, treatment and prognosis of digestive
system diseases.
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