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Abstract

Pancreatic cancer is a life-threatening diges-
tive system neoplasm with a low rate of surgi-
cal resection and poor prognosis. Symptoms
of pancreatic cancer are so insidious that it is
difficult to identify them at early stage. Due to
changes in human lifestyle and diet, the inci-
dence of pancreatic cancer has been increasing
worldwide. Both genetic and environmental
factors contribute to the pathogenesis of pan-
creatic cancer. Some hereditary factors, such as
genetic mutations and genetic polymorphisms,
have been demonstrated to be related to the de-
velopment of pancreatic cancer. Many risk fac-
tors associated with pancreatic cancer, such as
smoking, obesity, alcohol consumption, chronic
pancreatitis, and diabetes, have also been iden-
tified. Here we review the recent advances in
understanding the epidemiology and etiology
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