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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the influence of loss of
Smad4 expression on TGF-B1-induced epithelial-
mesenchymal transition in the human hepatocel-
lular carcinoma cell line SMMC-7721.

METHODS: The influence of loss of Smad4 ex-
pression on the expression of B-catenin and Vi-
mentin mRNAs and proteins was evaluated by
RT-PCR and Western blot. Immunofluorescence

www. wjgnet.com

was used to analyze the location and fluores-
cence intensity of Smad4, p-catenin, Vimentin
in non-transfected SMMC-7721 cells and those
transfected with Smad-specific siRNAs (RNAi-
Smad4-2 and RNAi-Smad4-12) or unspecific
siRNA (RNAi-NC).

RESULTS: Compared to non-transfected
SMMC-7721 cells and those tranfected with
RNAIi-NC, the expression of B-catenin mRNA
and protein remarkably increased in SMMC-7721
cells transfected with RNAi-Smad4-2 or RNAi-
Smad4-12 (all P < 0.05). Loss of Smad4 expression
promoted B-catenin nuclear translocation. Im-
munofluorescence assay revealed that p-catenin
fluorescence was located in the nuclei of non-
transfected SMMC-7721 cells and those tran-
fected with RNAi-NC, but in the cytoplasm of
SMMC-7721 cells transfected with RNAi-Smad4-2
or RNAi-Smad4-12. On the other hand, loss of
Smad4 expression down-regulated Vimentin pro-
tein expression (P < 0.05) and cytoplasmic fluo-
rescence intensity, but had no significant impact
on Vimentin mRNA expression in SMMC-7721
cells and those transfected with different siRNAs.

CONCLUSION: Loss of Smad4 expression regu-
lates B-catenin and Vimentin and therefore plays
an important role in inhibiting epithelial-mesen-
chymal transition in SMMC-7721 cells.

Key Words: Smad4; Hepatocellular carcinoma cell;
Epithelial-mesenchymal transition; p-catenin; Vimentin
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%A Smad4. B-cateninfeVimentinfe AT /% 20
HESMMC-7721 B 3 4% Fe 40 F 89 AL R SRR
KR

ZR: JLkiASmadds, HE TCONUA
RNAi-NC4, f£# #£2IRNAi-Smad4-24=
RNAi-Smad4-124a & F, B-catenin mRNA#=
AR R G 0 K KPR 2.3 4(P<0.05), F
RAE R E A THBEHRE, 3—5 @, [
RNAi-Smad4-2F=RNAi-Smad4-12 % 4+ 4= 28 4m
fe P, Vimentin® & & & L KT Fata B fen 3 5
S04 K 3% E T R 410 BT A (P<0.05), 48
JEmRNA ) F K K -F I ESMMC-7721 28 e,
BT B E S

£Eip A& E A Smad4 TR b % 9] A £
A7 & M B-cateninF=Vimentin g KA, K 37H)
AT J& SMMC-7721 4 i £ % 18] J #5469 VR A

KE: Smadd; FEBAN; bR R

p—catenin; Vimentin
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0513
JH S A2 4 BR g DL () S P JiRg 22—, Hrh90%
23 1T 40 g Je8 (hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC). 4=
BRAEAE IR 8 RO 1 5 74,877, FET-HCA
69.6 712 T [ A A BR AT g 803 2R et v 1) L %
LR R B g R 2 e B 240 Y. HC O
IR, FURS W 2R8I, STEAEFERNT 5%,
iz I 2 8 O R TP, kAR Ab i
BB Rk, HF9CHCCIR 25 1 R A HLH, it
GE S E TS . K EHE AR, A
LR MR AR 28 e 2 2 Fh D 5 1) i
PERRE, 3L LAE R B L B IR e Ak (epithelial-
mesenchymal transition, EMT)%— /> 8]
2O EMTAE R M b i e ok 22 3L B
20 M 1R R I, A AT B RE ) ) 8] 5T 4
ML AP R AR R, A SRR R E . Bl &
5 RN R 12 28 5 RS S s DA SN R £ 1)
UEAE™ R I TGF-B L2 5 REM T S i 3y IR
#, EEMTI R R CHAE . TGF-BfE 51l
&% 0 2 Smad4, 5 &K ILAEZ iR
Smad4 SEMTI R A B UIAH S (H P 5 AT
P A2 1R G R TR A A0 0 TG AH GRS

AW FHUREEAE T 40 IS MM C-7721 77,

&k SmaddXf TGF-B1i% K EMTHI 50, 41
TRIHIL K IESmad4 5| e 41 J i 78 RI{Z 28 E 7 o
A AH SCVE FIBLEL, LA E— DA BEHC CIY
12 22 AL TR A S0 A0 4.

1 SRIASE

1.1 A A lESMMC-772108 [
Bb2E Bt &g 2Ry B0 5T B AR R 24 S 4
EYEEIRT; /N B PUN Smad4 i v BE BRI
H 2E[ECell Signaling TechnologyA#]; BTN
Vimentinf. o BEHUANY H 52 [Fabcam A ] ; et
AB-catenin L3¢ FEHLAAIE F 55 [E Cell Signaling
Technology A wl; /N LK il B-actin fL e FEHL A
AHRPARICIIEPUR S FPife —Pul B g
+- 1A 7], EALANTGF-B1I4 F 2 [FER&D Systems
ol PEP R /ARlgGH&L)-FITC [ st 1
Al H] AR R S E NS KFermentas
/AT PCRAAFI G b iFHE B 4 TREAT PR A
#]; TRIzol Reagent)¥ [ 3¢ [E Invitrogen/A ).

1.2 ik

1.2.1 mpe sk g B A7 W 2 1 Smad4
RNAF#(RNA interference, RNAI)S i 5 247,
AU VR SRS I d 3 B i I o A
SMMC-7721, i3 H P20 Smadd TR = 1
412, RNAi-Smad4-241 FIRNAi-Smad4-1241, %}
HE 2L Ay T 968 400 1L C O NI R 4% 18 55 2 4 20 A 1) I
I A fIRNAI-NC.

1.2.2 fmff3E 4 CON4l. RNAI-NCH] K5 g4l
M, LA7100 mL/LIRZE L I = BEDMEM R
F73E, 37 °C. 50 mL/L COB53-MI T 15 7%, ik
B A ARAR, ORI K 40 i S5

1.2.3 Zmfeit e fE244LH R F03 X 10*4~ /4L I
CONZI PRI, 15772 70%m A i, H T i
s IR A 4024 h, 73 S, 2O pg/L.
1 ug/L. 5 pug/L. 10 pg/L 20 ng/LEITGF-B16
H,0h. 24h, 48h. 72 hJ5 5 HIiH%L

1.2.4 Western blot#MSmad4. B-cateninfeVi-
mentin% & 69 & A RIS 5 H, BCAVEN
SE AR IR JE . MRPE IR AT FLk R, e
RPVDF b, 5%BIRYI# M TBS T 11 h, i
—¥i(B-actin 1 : 500, Smad4 1 :300. Vimen-
tin 1 : 500, B-catenin 1 : 1000)4 ‘CHeAT 17,
TBSTELE, I —Hi(1 : 2 000)=IELMF H2 h, TBST
Bk, A2 R IR R IN B (1 4%, Dl E A5 4k
IO GRE AN, 2 I3

1.2.5 RT-PCR#&: M B-cateninfeVimentin mRNA
8 Rk FHPBSURIR & 4 M3k, BELH A
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RS, . ERIASmadaiHERSMMC-7721 ERBIREVBVE0 925
| FARE A
it — B HEMT
Smad 70kDa EHCCW# 42 x
TR T L

Opg/L Tpg/l  5ug/l 10pg/l 20 pg/l
oh 30 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0
24h 57 82 154 229 18.9
48h 130 1563 191 26.8 17.8
72h 53 6.2 90 112 8.3

1 mL TRIzol RNAFEHUR, % i B 420 BRELH
MRNA, BAMr HE A L60/A 5o I EEAE, T
3R, IHHRNAKE. BRNAW 5 cDNA
JaBHATIEAY 1. PCRE Y H K EInvitrogen A
Al B A FE ARG 515 GAPDH B
¥)5'-ATGGGGAAGGTGAAGGTCG-3', N
51415'-GGGTCATTGATGGCAACAATATC-3"
B-catenin EVF5I#5'-GCTGCTGTTTT-
GTTCCGAATGT-3', Fii5|#5'-GCCATTG-
GCTCTGTTCTGAAGA-3'"; Vimentin 5|4
5-CCAAACTTTTCCTCCCTGAACC-3', Fii5l
5'-GTGATGCTGAGAAGTTTCGTTGA-3'.

BN AR N 95 °C, 3 minTRARYE; 94 °C,

30 s; 48 °C, 30 s, 72 °C, 1 min, 35/MIi¥E; 72 C
ZARALMS min. PCRI=ZES o/LEENEBHEEIR HL
WK, B UG R GG I AT IR EE 4,
GAPDHPFRIA R IE, 4P A A 3k
AT 50 M, EE3IK.
1.2.6 2000 5.9% % ik Smad4. B-catenind=Vi-
mentin®9 & ik: 0.01%% BB A R P H I, Bk
KB G2 . AR 2 Bl I — 7 A B 1)
B R, K AN BP0 A3 AU DL RV, B
3ANAL). 5 ER R HSMMC-7721 40 f A v 3 7 1
AR £190%-95% ], HX4% 22 5 FH g [ o 4 g
15 min, 0.5% Triton X-100i%1t4 min, 5% BSA/PBS
#4120 min, JIA—¥HiSmad4. B-catenin(1 : 120),
Vimentin(1 : 200), 4 °C 2 h, PBSEPE, 1A 4t
WOGHIFE 1 h, B B, BRAREIIEE SO0
B M 5% B e R IR L.

SR AR ESIR L, A
SPSS 18.08 M REAT S vl 70 My, & =4 HkH
mean+ SDE IR, 2 IHR LLECR FH R =07
ZE00 M, PR AH [R] B AR H 41 Rl g An 36, BAP<0.05
HZEFAG R X

2 BR

2.1 et S CONMATRFRAZ. I oA B
TGF-Blalis FayAK 781, 5. 10 pg/LIKFEN
TGF-BIFFE T, 400 5 B TGF-B1
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1 Western bloBEIMSMMC-77214BIE5%{ESmad4Et
EEENEBNRIL. 'P<0.05 vs CONZFIRNAI-NCZH;
1: CON; 2: RNAiI—NC; 3: RNAi—Smad4—12; 4: RNAi—
Smad4-2.

WEEIE 20 pg/LJa, 240 M i 55 sy,
HAMHIIG. Wife [ —KETGF-BLAE N
CONZ4i I, 7E0 h. 24 h. 48 hif i) s, S Ak
PR, 48-72 hinl, 4i G Bodyy, B
10 pg/L TGF-B19% & 48 hirf, 40 i 1 5t s 12k T
(FR1), J B0 28R FH LI S RTI [R) A Kb 0 .
22 Ak Smadd ARG AR RO AL 5
CON#L(1.60%0.06) XRNAi-NCZ(1.60+0.14)
AL, RNAi-Smad4-1241(1.154+0.02)FIRNA-
Smad4-22(0.45+0.11)41 i Smad4 & K IA
B {2 PR (P<0.05, 1), MICONZLFIRNAI-NCH]
0 a1 Fb A, Smad4 8 11 (1) R IA 0 I 8 72 .

2.3 fkk ik SmaddsfB-catenin@ & G #yHm 5
CONZLFIRNAI-NCAIAH L, TGF-B LA RTRNAI-
Smad4-2FIRNAi-Smad4-124 B-catenin’ [ £k
2T (P<0.05). IIA10 pug/L TGF-B1EF & 41
148 hJm, CONZIFIRNAI-NCH B-catenin 1%
IR HREEA AR R B S 98D, RN Ai-Smad4-12414H
kD, RN Ai-Smad4-220 Ik /b (KA B2
(P<0.05, 52).

2.4 fk & ASmad4sdVimentink & £3% 69 % h
TGF-BIAIIHTRNAI-Smad4-2FIRNAi-Smadd4-12
1 Vimentin & [ & IAAHAL T CONA HIRNAI-NCA
B 5980 (P<0.05). 10 pg/L TGF-B1iE & 41 il
48 hJii, CONZIFIRNAI-NCZ VimentinZZik #%
RAL PRI B G T i, RNAi-Smadd-122 A% T,
IMRNAi-Smad4-241 FF 1w WA i 2% (P>0.05, [£13).
2.5 f& ik Smad4 &} B-cateninfe Vimentin mRNA

A, #RATHCCH 42
ZEFIH, HA
A F - 30 7 0] R
B AT B 4 A4S K A,
I T B 3 A g B
ElER
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[ IR 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
AX A #EE A A
FPAEAIRSMMC- 9 kDa TGF-pl 57 pa -TGF-p1
Tk, AR
TSmaddilitil g ] |
FEMTM® % - .y
AL
c c
D D
43 kDa +TGF'ﬁ1 43 kDa +TGF'Bl
400 o -
00 B -TGF-p1 2.00 a TGt
i = a+TGF-[31 B +TGF-1
I
o 300 4‘5 1.50
i ®
B oy
-E junng
sy
T 2.00 S oo
; :
g =
g 100 g 050
& S
0.00 0.00

1 2 3 4

2 Western blotZEARMITGF-BIRIEAEIE X Smad4aRiE
RiKLAB-catenin BEBRIANFG. 'P<0.05 vs AR
CONAHFIRNAI-NCZ; ‘P<0.05 vs TGF-B1IEFE48 h/5HY
CONZHAIRNAI-NCZH; 1: CON; 2: RNAi—NC; 3: RNAi—
Smad4—12; 4: RNAi—Smad4—2; A, B: f—catenin; C, D: f—actin.

kit % LLGAPDHIE NN S, &4l
B-catenin mRNAAX &k &4l h: CON4L
(0.9140.01), RNAi-NC41(0.8140.01), RNAi-
Smad4-1241(1.30£0.22), RNAi-Smad4-24H(1.19
+0.01). 5CONZ FZRNAI-NCAIMILL, 24 4
L4 B-catenin mRNAZKIA B2 T 5 (P<0.05, &
4A). 44117 ff) Vimentin mRNA [ 1k TC B g 25 57
(P>0.05, [¥14B).

2.6 Smad4@m e b Ak REETNY LR L
7k, CONZLHIRNAI-NCH (1) Smad4 3 ik /E 40 5
Ak, %% B2 1Y) Smadd i 258 B /b (K15).

2.7 f& & A Smad4xfB-cateninfeVimentin & &
KR W% CONZIFIRNAI-NCHHIB-catenin
FERIEAEAMMAZ b, KR LT E i RNAG-
Smad4-12 FIRNAi-Smad4-2 20 ) 3= %5 7 T
b, A fkx b2IK B Wb, B-catenindg B 1K
AT AR A, M VimentindE42H 40 i A #8 1= 58
B2 TG0 2 R L, 2N Y4 [ Vimentin
9 9 6L B CONZLRIRN A-NCALIk 59, 1%
AT U AN 2 (1816).

3 111
EMT & E M E AR, F R brE W RL M

1 2 3 4

3 Western bloEMNTGF-BIRIEEIFSmad4aRiE R
JXAVimentinE BIIFRIL. 'P<0.05 vs RZHNLFKICONLLFT
RNAi—-NCZH; P<0.05 vs TGF-B1§5548 h/GHICONZLAT
RNAI-NCZ; 1: CON; 2: RNAi—NC; 3: RNAi—Smad4—12;
4: RNAi—Smad4—2; A, B: Vimentin; C, D: B—actin.

f(E-cadherin. PB-cateninZs), [a] AR &R IAM
- i(Vimentin, N-cadherin®), £ 8 10 141
JH0 B B A S BT R O E I A R 4R, DA K
TEAS Hh b B A0 i e A DAy B AT 18] 78 SRR AGE 10 41 i
2, Horp B bR S B-cateningR ik (KR 1R A ) i
S M bR S Vimentin ik [ IHEEM TR A1)
—ANEZFRE. B-cateninst 4y F 1 492 kDalf]—
P2 ohaeE A, WE% W], Hip-cateninScad-
herinB IR 8 1 5245 4040 40 - 40 i DA A 40 -
BERA LG HR o HAT CBAE . 4 B-catenin#e
A LI, S N ) P R A A AN 2
Oy RAAZR BRI FS, M, YB-catenin ik i
INF, 290 L T (1 66 B T B AR, 40 M 5 2 o e 7
1R ZEFEFS. 1M Vimentini& 71 457 KDalf) %
TEAE A, £ T YR i o TR 7 4, A2 4 i
By, FA AN B A I A
oy AR LA AR BLAE H, AR 2 (R4 20
FIE, (EEMT b R rp ] 4 Ay [ i 2H 2R i e s,

R Z PUEHE R W], EMTZ 5 2 M i i)
RBEFEHAS L, WAE TR s
JRERECO, St R R e AR, T EL
JRg L2 b R AEEMT IR IR 40 o 25 H 5 AR ZH 21
(IR 28 B Rt A DR
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B 4 RT-PCREMMSmad4iRZREGR-cateninFlVimentin mRNABYZRIX. '£<0.05 vs CONZHAIRNAI-NCZH; A: p—catenin; B:
Vimentin; 1: CON; 2: RNAi—NC; 3: RNAi—Smad4—12; 4: RNAi—Smad4-2.

5 Smad4ZBiEseIEENTRIR. A, B, C, D: Smad4; E, F, G, H: DAPIfZZL; A, E: CON; B, F: RNAi—-NC; C, G: RNAi—
Smad4—12; D, H: RNAi—Smad4—2.

EMTI R A 52 21 2 D 3 (1 g i 2, o
TGF-B/& 51 REMTI{ S 5 K 20, JF H%
HEMT{ 4 . Smad4/) 1 £ TGF-p-Smadfs

Z R R R BB R, AR R,
Smad4Z 5 MEHAMEMTEFE. it H
Smad4 2 75l T EM T 5 40 Mol 7 F112 2868 )

TIPSR N B S, AT TGE-BIR 55 3
(o rhoRs AT, A BEAS 2 55 45 22 P Ui SR A
(K2R, AL AT TR HIRNAHE AR, M T
£l X Smad4 I RNAEH BE 444, {7 Smad4{K K18
HESMMC-T721 41 fl, BRI T 2 4% R
ZESmad4ffISMMC-772140id. #if W7 & IR, A%
FikSmad4 )i SMMC-7721 41 il f112 22 FLTH5 g
I3,

TR RN, Smad4fr 2 B it
& REMER SR EZEHRY EMTS S
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M SEMTHCC IR AN 1Bt
AR, I ik Western blotyZ: K 46 iiF Smad4
B DA I e A R B 1 IR TE T DL, S22 B e
Y AHE T8 SR AR A AN [ B2 B2 1R a2l 4t e S
PO LA FAB IR, A ) Smadd 4 K
1175 6 45 B CONALRIRN Ai-N C41 B & 9k />,
WJUE ST B G It i Dl AR e k. E— 2P AT
R GIR: S0 AL, SmaddkRiE S LA
B-catenin mRNARI & & [ 1A &; T 4 Vimentin
I #IAE, Vimentin mRNARIE R Z W] 5%

EEEIR, & RFRASmaddaWITEABIESMMC-7721 ERZBIFE IS 927
W R
A X4 K

# TGF-pA=Wnt/
B-cateninfz 5 i
BB R AR
B 5 S 4m i B
SMMC-7721%
Smad4 & & K
[&1% )5 3T EMT %
Hoh, IR T
L AEHCCIE £ %
# P e e A & XL,
% AR KT R
&, Bl AR,
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B 6 Smad4%§1ﬁﬁ$§i§}ﬁﬁ—cateninﬂ]Vimentinﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁi/ﬁ. A—H: B—catenin; I-P: Vimentin; A, B, C, D, I, J, K, L: B—catenin/
Vimentin; E, F, G, H, M, N, O, P: DAPI}%4%; A, E, I, M: CON; B, F, ], N: RNAIi—NC; C, G, K, O: RNAi—Smad4—12; D, H, L,
P: RNAi—Smad4—2.

Wi, R S 9O HEAR, RIMERIESmad4 oAl
VimentingE Mg 2% 7 (15802 H A R R 8 R e 2k,
B-catenin AL ELAT . IXLLHIF 5T 4 R KR IA
Smad4 s NHIEMTH) AR 4. 210 pg/L TGF-B1
I 4048 h)m, &F EXﬁﬁéﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬂﬁ—catenin
TR I RIK R AR A AL FE I B SR, i G
Tk IFEEEIFA T2, Vimentinik Eli%iifﬁﬁ
TGF-B 15 W) 55 B-cateningh SLAHTE. AHT A 41,
TGF-B14: ik #fiSmad4i& /2 A FiWnt. Ras.
MAPKZ% 2 4% 18 % (1) A i S ma d4 ik 72115
T TEMTHIRE, HtkikSmadd)s, AR
HoWfl T i Smad4ig 2, TGF-B1] RERPAFE
WHiSmad4i& 12155 TEMTRI R L. 118 4
girp, KR IES madd 2y e AR OB P iR 12
FREMTRIIL G, X FUCGIE B T O 18404
TGF-B11/5 & EMTid F o i) 32 BT,

B2, ARSI (RIS 3R A T S A

SMMC-7721H1, fik3#K1ASmad4 1] fE1H

LI TGE-B1

75 A FIEMTR O3 i A I R e R RE .
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