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Abstract

AIM: To assess the curative effect and safety of
endoscopic therapy for choledocholithiasis with
liver cirrhosis and esophagogastric varices.

METHODS: Fifty-two patients were divided
into three groups according to their conditions
and treated with individualization regimens.
The first group was treated simultaneously by
sclerotherapy or embolization of esophagogas-
tric varices and endoscopic sphincterotomy. The
second group was treated by endoscopic sphinc-
terotomy 10-30 d after sclerotherapy or embo-
lization of esophagogastric varices. The third
group was treated by endoscopic sphincter-
otomy or endoscopic papillary balloon dilation
for choledocholithiasis at the appropriate time

after sclerotherapy or embolization of esophago-
gastric varices and endoscopic retrograde biliary
drainage (ERBD).

RESULTS: Bile duct stones were removed com-
pletely in 49 patients, and the success rate is
94.2%. The incidence of overall postoperative
complications was 9.62% (5/52), and the inci-
dences of cholangitis, hemorrhage, and acute
pancreatitis rate were 3.85% (2/52), 3.85% (2/52)
and 1.92% (1/52), respectively. Two patients
died of chronic liver failure and the death was
not related with the endoscopic procedure. Stent
migration occurred in one case and was man-

aged surgically.

CONCLUSION: Endoscopic treatment is cur-
rently the best treatment for cirrhotic patients
with choledocholithiasis and esophagogastric
varices.
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