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Abstract

Urotensin- Il (U-1I') is a somatostatin-like cyclic
peptide which has a potent vasoactive effect
and can promote vascular reconstruction and
hyperplasia. Research shows that UIl plays an
important role in the development of liver cir-
rhosis and portal hypertension. UII influences
intrahepatic resistance and splanchnic hemody-
namics through a variety of pathways, causing
portal hypertension and participating in the
formation of esophageal and gastric varices. U
IT receptor antagonists can reduce portal pres-
sure in cirrhotic rats, but this finding need to be
confirmed clinically.
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