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Abstract

Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the third cause of can-
cer-related morbidity and mortality in America. In
China and other Asian countries, an increasingly
westernized diet has led to a high incidence of
CRC. There is currently an urgent demand for the
discovery of novel biomarkers for CRC prognos-
tic evaluation and molecular targeted therapies.
CD24 is a mucin-like glycoprotein that is highly
expressed on the surface of CRC cells. It may play
a significant role in the multistep process of CRC
carcinogenesis, invasion and metastasis and is cor-
related with therapeutic resistance and poor prog-
nosis of CRC. As one of surface markers for poten-
tial cancer stem cells (CSCs), CD24 may be used
as an ideal target for curative CRC therapy. In this
review, we summarize the role of CD24 in CRC
initiation, progression and metastasis. Moreover,
we discuss the vital part of CD24 in CSC identifica-
tion, isolation and complete CRC eradication.
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