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Abstract

SPARC is a cysteine-rich secretory protein that
is highly conservative and shares >70% amino
acid sequence homology across all kinds of liv-
ing organisms. The single-copy gene encoding
the SPARC protein is located on human chromo-
some 5q31.3-q32, consists of 10 exons, and has a
full length of 25 900 bp. SPARC protein is mainly
expressed in tissue repair-related fibroblasts and
endothelial cells, and high expression of SPARC
protein has been noted in some aggressive malig-
nant tumors. The incidence and mortality of gastric
cancer are high in China, and the high mortality is
closely related with tumor invasion and metasta-
sis. SPARC protein is abnormally expressed in gas-
tric carcinoma, and there is still controversy over
the role of SPARC in gastric carcinoma. In this
paper we review recent progress in understanding
the role of SPARC protein in gastric cancer.
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