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Abstract

With the development of tumor molecular biol-
ogy, the mechanisms responsible for metastasis
and the proliferation and growth of tumor cells
have become unmasking, which makes cancer
treatment enter into a new era. HER2 is over-
expressed or mutated in many kinds of tumors
and have been associated with many malignant
tumors, typically including advanced gastric
and gastroesophageal junction cancer. The
ToGA study is a milestone in the treatment of
gastric cancer, which established the position of
trastuzumab in the treatment of HER2-positive

(49

TR

Baishideng® WCJD | www.wjgnet.com

gastric cancer. In this review, we discuss the bio-
logical characteristics of HER2 and its role in the
treatment of gastric cancer, the application pros-
pects of trastuzumab in the treatment of gastric
cancer, and the Chinese experts’ consensus state-
ment on targeted therapies for advanced gastric
cancer. We also summarize the latest advances
in basic and clinical research of HER2 positive
gastric cancer. All in all, HER2 has nothing to do
with the prognosis of gastric cancer. The combi-
nation of target-therapies may become a promis-
ing weapon for treatment of gastric cancer.
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