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Abstract

Metastasis plays an important role in the prog-
nosis of patients with cancer. It is known that
several steps are necessary for clonal cells to
disseminate from their primary tumor site and
colonize distant tissues. It will provide useful
insights for effective treatment of cancer to in-
vestigate the molecular actors regulating this
process. MicroRNAs, 19-25 nt in length, are a
class of non-coding RNA, and they can result in
degradation of specific mRNAs or inhibit their
translation. They have been known as negative
regulators of gene expression and are involved
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in many biological processes, including cell
growth, differentiation and apoptosis. The rela-
tionship between the abnormal expression of mi-
croRNAs and tumors has been widely studied.
Some recent research has clarified the role of mi-
croRNAs in tumor invasion and metastases. This
paper reviews the recent progress in research of
microRNAs related to invasiveness and metasta-
sis of gastric cancer.
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