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Abstract
AIM: To assess the clinical value of hand-assisted
laparoscopic (HALS) left hemicolectomy.

METHODS: The clinical data for 41 patients who
underwent HALS left hemicolectomy at our hos-
pital were retrospectively analyzed.

RESULTS: All patients successfully recovered
after HALS surgery. No patients had spleen
injury and underwent splenectomy. No op-
erative deaths occurred. Mean operative time
was 136.0 min *+ 21.0 min. Average amount of
bleeding was 87.0 mL + 13.0 mL. The number of
harvested Ilymph nodes for postoperative patho-
logical examination was 11.0 £ 5.0. Mean post-
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operative hospital stay was 7.0 d £ 4.0 d. The
procedure had the advantage of mild pain. The
average length of incision was 6.0 cm * 1.5 cm.
There was no severe operative complications
like hemorrhage, anasnomotic leak, intestinal
obstruction, efc. The median follow-up duration
was 29.5 (3-48) mo, and there were three deaths
during follow-up, 2 due to liver metastasis and 1
to peritoneal metastasis. The 3-year cumulative
survival rate of the patients was 83.6%.

CONCLUSION: HALS in colon cancer is fea-
sible and safe. The procedure basically reaches
the required standard for minimally invasive
surgery and radical resection of tumor; howev-
er, its long-term outcome needs further investi-
gation.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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