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Abstract

For its special physiological structure, the
small intestine had been regarded as an
area inaccessible by digestive endoscopy
for the detection and therapy. Recently,
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the clinical application of balloon-assisted
endoscopy (BAE) help realize the direct
observation and endoscopic therapy for
the total small intestine, which greatly
improves the diagnosis and treatment of
small intestinal diseases. In the current
editorial, we provide several typical cases
and give an overview of the application
of BAE in the therapy of small intestinal
diseases, which includes polypectomy for
small intestinal polyps, dilatation and stenting
for small intestinal strictures, endoscopic
therapy for small intestinal bleeding
and BAE assisted endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography (ERCP).

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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