PO Box 2345, Beijing 100023, China World | Gastroenterol 2006 May 28; 12(20): 3138

www.wjgnet.com World Journal of Gastroenterology 1SSN 1007-9327
wjg@wijgnet.com © 2006 The WJ]G Press. All rights reserved.
TOPIC HIGHLIGHT

John Geibel, MD, Dsc and Walter Longo, MD, Series Editors

Surgical perspectives in gastrointestinal disease: From the editor

In the following 20 articles we have attempted to give an update and overview of different aspects of gastrointestinal
disease that are treated via a surgical intervention. In addition we have included topics related to advances and
innovations in surgical instrumentation and training that are useful in treating gastrointestinal disease. Additional
topics covered deal with the ethics of abdominal organ transplantation, inflammatory bowel disease in adolescents
and children, and discussions of the quality of life following gastrointestinal cancer. We have also included a discussion
of recent discoveries involving the calcium sensing receptor and how this receptor may be employed as both an
alternative therapy as well as a possible preventative measure for a variety of gastrointestinal disease issues. As we
hope becomes apparent from this collection of articles that the surgeon has and will remain an integral part of the
identification and treatment of gastrointestinal disease. We have also included a topic on the surgical scientist and
how the surgeon of the 21* century has become an active player in the bench side investigations of causality for
gastrointestinal disease.

It is our hope that this collection of articles will give the reader an in depth understanding of the role of the surgeon
in all aspects of patient management; from identification of disease related factors, to the removal or repair of the
effected tissue, to the postoperative counseling and management of the patient.
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